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Bright /'und 

ADVERTISEMENT. 

y flE /allowing LetTERs Jouing t«n puUuhei in the Suhdat 
UeviEW, in order to expte the faUelu>odt contained in the Anti- 
Jacobin Review, undeP ihe pretext of a Criticism upon a Wort, m- 
fiiled, "The Political Accoant ofTrinidBd;" lui with the real ohjent 
to TenetB the libels, aitd scurtiloiu defitmalions conlained in the Num" 
her$ of the Asti-Jacobik, during three yearrpait; — and Ihemaller 
tontaiaed in iheie Letlert kaving excilei tueh general and eantesl at' 
tention, thai Ike Public could not be mffidenlly tuppHed tnith the 
rFeekly Numbers ; and more etpedalhf, as tome peritfiu of distinction 
have desired to have the whole series i^ Letters : The Printer, willing 
■ to afford Public salisfacHon, hai been induced (o t""^f '** «''<*'a. 
lion of them, at the best means of explaining the exlraprdinanf pro* 
ceedittgs in the Pictrfnian Prosecution, and of routing the litflt so rt* 
fealedlr/ published in the Anti-Jacobik Ueview. 
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LETTER I. 



: TO THE EDITOR OF THE JNTI-JACOBW MEFJEJ^* 

SIR, 

.^Smy (nmdtlae Author otGie" PolilkalAeamit^tAthlsttdi^ 
Trinidad " Aoa notTcsidein town, I thall take upon mywlf the talk 
orperformiag so much of hia town bunne» as will amouol to on aa> 
twer to your lusinrss-W;e concern witti his publication. I am aatiified, 
that in attributing the mercenaiy motives of a man ttf&tmneit to 7011^ 
upon this occauon, I am neither erron^us nor unchatitBiUe ; for 
you must have applied yourself much more diligently to the iutmeu 
of that Island, tbkn the Aatj which you have to perform^ al a literaijr 
critic. rei]uires, or than the knowledge of any man, who has not been 
in that country, can render possible ; or yon could not h>Te,becoraa 
■o intimately acquainted with circamstancea and characters, as to 
have given snch false colourings to the one, and such attempted pal* 
liations to.the crimes of the other : crimes^ at which your heart mutt 
shudderj while you palliate them ; and which yonr consoence jaat 
condemn, whileavarice induces you to undertake tbe unseemly work 
of smothering the blood of innocent victims ! 

In order to perform more ntelhodically the task I have undertakoif 
I shall take up your pretended criticism from the beginning. Year • 
statements are so palpably warped, that I do not " feel I have *iJy 
extraordinary duty to perform, although I have at once truth to en* 
force, error fo correct, and misrepresentation to repel." • 

You commence With pretensions to impartiality, and attack the 
Author npon thai score ; while it is glaringly evident, that you Icava 
unperformed the part of the literary critic, and bestow all the mental 
powers you possess in replying to and contradicting, for you do not 
confute, the personal passages ; thereby meriting ihe very censure 
you would bring down upon the Author ; and in the very attempt to 

• AMi-Iici^tn RiTiew. 
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prove that he hu two objectf , '.'. o(ie aOeai^le, the othiir real, '* yoa 
ezpowyout own cloven fo«t ; for your oBlensibleflbject-iscriticiiin, 
but your real object U that trusting and more than" ordinary 
duty to discha^e," in which you have been engaged during the 
last Hr»ycart; and, ai I pveaume, for dcr otdbtry iiiro : for. to ^o* 
late your own feelings, and to deceive the public, in order to uphold 
the grcatett outrages to justice and humanity, are saciilices requiring 
** no ordinary" reward ! 

' 9ycfj Vf^ of iu^'ice aeeini to be at your commaad. I vrS& 
tlJu c»re.t9 dfi) justice to j^ui ingCQuity, t^ making it as evident 
M pgrnHAe^ Y<^u vmlIc^ us recollect, that iminrtiality is '* the gre»t 
l^tyof ^IPt biftpriaD." Xhe world luiowsthalit is equally the duty 
9f a <intifi ■ hn% you accuse the author of partiality, because he 
treaty of th^dif^ent dispositions and conduct of the tnodistiagui>h-> 
•didat»stfm.H^o ^Uei^ the offices of the Government of the coun* 
try. of ttkicMtw histoi^y is ^ven ; and becauw^ in the consideration . 
«f tka ovBduet.ftf f)a^> c^uiv^clion produces a decit^on on one side. 
in a nse in iMhlthj, ffon^ the circumatiinces being diametrically op> 
pcsitc, one SUA c4n^ot have two opinions, you declare the historian 
tbtfe partial, .. Bjit tW> is abtalate oonsense. Is he partial, because 
lu'ia not ofi^oifr opiiuon ? JSitiadheca ofyour opiiuon, would 
aoC the.FB/iiiWMt«nj, with eqaal justice, bavealso called htm partial. 
:. 2l/isjiDt a tuCHTatbiMoryvf the IshLndintcr which he has introduced 
o[rinionB of characters i but jou chuse to forget that the title of the 
y/odt ai ^: " Politiati AccBuat," It is then my duty t9 make you 
ToctJlect it ; and to &sk you, what figure you would make as atj 
^istoriaii, if, in an attempt to write the history of England, during 
■ 4ke -teigo of George III. you were to be bo *• iinperliai' 'as not t» 
mention at all, ot only to mention the mere exislepce of two such 
men as Mr. Pitt and Mr. Fox ; or, what is a case more exactly in 
pcnrit, to »mit the late atStw of the Romaa Catholic Bill, and the po« 
Jitical strictures which might be made upon thccoa^ctof my Lord 
rHowick and my Lord Castlereagh ? 

■ ¥00 state, that an " investigation had been made by the Privy 
Council, and the result declared in the acquittal of Colonel Picton^ 
of all the charges brought against him." It matters not whether 
the Author was or was not '' so fully occtrpied at home in preparing 
-bja work," at net to know wheAmhis be trnc i nncel know thai 

it 
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it it shamefully &lse ; and for the satisraction of the Public, here* 
bnto iil subjoiiinl i copy * df tUe fcoaniAudeMieii frami^ CAetfc of 
the Vnty Council upoD the tiibject, 'wfaiA wu pribled in ttr«K)1 «f 
tbe^Dailjr Papen k the xuobth of Jurie last, Uptfn leadiog tbi« 
}«roof, tbat Colonel Pktm ttill ttandt charged with Aanging, ttriitfa^ 
tad tkooting a grtai numitr cfpaioiu mthatii trial, andvitA tmHHattHg 
and BURKiifO xjAvaihert fir tareerj, dhmaiioa, and tie Stack «H^ . 
&c. ; bnd Aat inEtesd of being acqaitted, he hag nM ertn beeh trieg^ 
ttccpting for the toituri of LotnsA CalbkoH) id wWh ba tvu 
convicted, and is now at libcrtf only ai boil ; it Aiust Miike emjr 
reflecting man widi astonisliment, that^ dnder inch ciTeu[iHtaDC«% 
lie should have been " restart ta (read oUt^Ad ^q>o'n) tlw pMeMc 
b( his Sovereign!" Wh y did yo« not at ODCC bHldl)* ladlM the «t> 
£don ** to the bvonr of his Sovereign :*' it Was M casyt wkilb j€* 
Were about it ; rad if not sa true, that wdnlfl hare been btt & t^% 
In the scale of crimes, which are ytt to bcJbrdiig^tte the b^c« of 
Justice. 

But yvn do veutim to assert, that he is restored to " the gmd ^bdtit 
ef his ftUow snbjectt/' How dare yov ittsnlt Ae good sdBse aaf 
feelings of lbs Brltibk Pilblic, by suoh a. liSatX iffwa tbnr justice' and 
bamaiiity i l^ fae.jKt been tried Irf a British Juiy, before the I<ot4 
Chief Justice, in Westminster Hall* or ib (be OldBwky, for tfaf 
capital char^ea?— Kb j and da -jW believe a British Pnblic Ttill 
dedde that bd is iouMcbt, AKf more than thty wsuld decide ^at he 
h guilty, wilbawt a trU i U csmnat be^ Ibcy know better how t* 
decide. Butatuy i^te they wiUde^ide, that, as every day their 
iclk>w>*tttijec(i are. Committed Jor thebialof <iriines, farinfarier l<f 
the heinous offences with whiob be is ^arged; and f«r wludf 
crimes, triflia^iMS«Inft of thetu are, tbiqr, poor wratchest nay justly 
. jilead tbe oalfc,«i bwiger from miaarftbl^ [Oetbcri aiyl in&ito i I 
■ay, at any ratli, an iropdrtial Pabliie laOi decide tb«t thcriei ikoald. 
submit to trial ail Well •■ dw ptar. 

» Mr. Fawkener had dealred tosee.Colonel Fullarton, foi Hit putpcire dF 
Infonnirig him, that the Lord) of'l^ CoidiAiftM nsit mmiti* to hb MaJsM^ 
that apiniMi, thM it wlH naf'M.idtfidAls ASt Af F|MMMtfii«r^W tfe 
iniitasal i^iaM Cstewl flkttn inilss tfcs'&tMfaM ef tha jjH c>f liskr VUh 
«Iup. »j,with retationtaanfof tbcoaie^pfcriiifiiiiaicbugca wkicfa^weie refer- 
red lo the Committee, bf bu MajeitJ't ardetiaCouncU, oflhejtfiBf NoTiHh*' 
Wr, tB=j. 
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b HiU taxBt becaiMe fajp k a Cvlmd, 'to go, unpiinkfaal fer! mf 
criinei he may be cbs^ed with ; while aiwther man, becatMc.he is 
• private, is to be banged, whdlier be deserm it or i)6t ? They are 
'to far upon a footing : to fai the ColonerB princifriei of justice arc 
ttill acted upon ; but the wickedaen of such principles is evident ia 
the different events of the tw« cases. The Coloadl ii not punished ; 
HOT is he tried. But the Private mat imged because be wm nU tried. . 

I say the Colonel hat not been tiicd ; and i doubt not) that tbcrc 
4ie peraonaves, high in office, who will be disgusted at an attempt 
toRvive, what you call '.' calumitiea to long refuted;" but what 
tbe Ministers (who ordered the- arrest of Coktoel Fiotctnt and boiled 
-feim only in 40,0001.) know to be ca^nUl charges, sworn to before 
Ae then Fnvy Conndl, upon the oa^t of living witncsset in ,Eng. 
4and. And I mutt tell tbe Public, it was not the Adminittration 
that arrested and baited Colonel Picton, who directed that bvl to 
Ite released; nor was it the ptcBent, Administration. No! those 
philaBlbropic Ministers, triiose beartt were melting for tbeHoman 
Catholics, were the men, who, at tbe time they wete tiiut maldng 
profestions of humanity, did not punish Colonel Picton, Sor baagmg, 
aAoetiitg, and mutating their fellow^nbjects in Trinidad, widumt 
trial ; and for BuKHiKO PsoPLB Alive 1 

These are the crimes with which Colonel Picton is charged. And 
' why is he not tried according to the ordinary fomdi of law i Why is 
be to be arrested and held to bail by one set of Ministcn ; ditchai^cd 
'from bail by another set ; obtruded into the presence of Majesty by 
a third ; and still left ts be trietl for the tame charges, whenevn a 
fenrth Admitmtralion maybefonn^? 

' It it not true, tkar Major CoUint, bis principle evtdenoe, i^mait 
before the Privy Coonctl, to answer several ^uestiont, leit be stiiMtld 
citminate bimsdf ? ladeedf the Itight HonoumUe Membera of 
Aat Board advised him to hi cautioat not to crumnate bimtelf.— 
Were such refusals to acjtwer questions neceitary, bad there been 
so guilt ? Was it not acknowledging crimes in the dccnsed. whea 
IIk evidence «as apprchaniive of being tnvolved in hit crimination ^ 
And if the evidence apprebcndtd arimination, who w«s only an in- 
strument in this bunness, what mutt be the stale of tbe accused ?' 
Besidesi musthenothavebecn an unwilling evidence, who was in <Ian-> 
ynof criminating himself?. If tlie«ccused'be innocent, if hat has he 
to^apprehcod from a public trial ? If he were inMcoMi would he not 
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<Iemand a (rial, in order to be acquitted heton ttie whole world f— 
Covernor Wall, at the end of eighteen jrcftrs, submitted bimicif to , 
the event of a trial. Governor Pklon does not chu«e to run such & 
risk, But if he vrere innocent, would he not prosecute the writers 
of, what would then be, the libeU that have appeared in the publici 
Papers ? What innocent man would'bear sach diagiaccfnl accata- 
tiont ? Why does he not prosecute hi« accusers ? He has no doubt 
been well advised ; or hls.inward monitor has toM him, that in jii> 
tificaticn of the libels, ihose charges may be proved in public Conrtt 
which hf has made so much interest to smother elsewhere. JJl He 
Talent) were admirably diaplaycl in acts of telerance across the liish 
Channel, while tolerating, by misplaced lenity to Governor Picton, 
injustice and inham^ity across the Atlantic. 

Yoo have been instructed to urge that Spanish Law was in force, 
and that the Governor was bound to act thereby, ft might as well 
have been urged in defence of Governor ffall, that he acted accorcU 
ing to the law of the Jfricaa Nations, in punishing the' soldier. Tor 
which he was hanged. You may puzile your readers with the lawt 
of nations, and the prerogatiye of the Crown to govern ceded coun- 
tries, upon many other charges against Colonel Picton ; but'Spanish 
Law cannot screen him in the case of Hugh Gallaqher, aprnwfa 
^IkeRo^al ArtiUtry,v\io^ii\^AngtA, witAoui a trial, on the 37th 
or 38th of May, 1797 ', and whose alledged guilt was assumed hy 
Keany, another private of the same regiment, when on his deaths 
^xt^ come time af^r. Hugh Gallagher had not a trial, even by Spa- 
nish Law; nor would luchatrial have justified the execution ofx 
British soldier in garrison, who' ought xo have been fried by a General 
Court- Martial. This case puts the Spanish Law out of the ques- 
tion : and the excuse that there were not officers enough to form a ' 
Court-Martiiil, is contradicted upon the oath of several wilnemes, 
who swore before the Piivy Council to the names of mere than' 
twenty officers^ who were in the garrison on the day of Gallagher't 
death : and even if there bad not been enough, bis trial might have 
Awaited the arrival of otficers, to be sent for from other Islands, mx u 
usual, whenaGeneralCourt-Martialis required, ifofficers enough are 
not present. There wa» no necessity for liaste : he zcai not c/mr/ied milk 
tttutiny, Ttor 'oat tht Gtsrriian threatened milh mutiny, as in the cam of 
Covufloi Wail, llieie waa then no eieuieftn hanging Hag& Gallaghrr 
' ' wilAwt 
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{pjMf«( 9 iritl, teho <Biould have lien pravr.d ie he innorenl, had he becu 
(itletttd /Or when hepraytd nolto Se hanged unheard .' ' 

What then is the comparative case of Wall and Picton ? Go- 
wmv ^1^ caused the dtati of a man by fiigging—Gacernor Pidoit 
i* charged wiih having caused the rfeaii of Hogh Gallagher by 
hanging, Wa^ the hanging more justifiable than ths fo^^ing ? Go- 
vernor Wall was handed for J!oggiiig a soUier who died. What 
ought to happen to Governor Picton, ihAo is accused qf hasing 
hanged a toldier inn KOVT k teial? 

You next notice the following quotation. — " In the quarter o( 
North Naparima, a naked slave was placed on a neat of stinging 
sntR, until the excruciating agonies of such eiquisitc tortiirc nearly 
etiioguisbed life." • — Ui)on this extraordinary case y^u say, " Wt 
I are unwilling, for tke honour of human nature, to give credit to thit 
ftatement." 

Jt appean, that " ihc honour of human fieture" stands very much 
}n the way of Justice through the whok of the alfkira of this ill- 
fated Island, If Picton had been charged with only one crime, it would 
have been believed possibla that he had committed cAat crime. But 
hia gooil luck, hitherto, has consisted in having given occasion to a 
list of charges for so many and \uch uncommonly inhuman ads, that tho 
very nutnber and ai»miily of them have been his best protection, by 
losing a ditielief o( the pembililt/ that ^ny human being could have 
perpetrated such honid deed«. You, and his other defenders, have 
taken the advantage of this disbelief, and have, played it off to his 
ereat benefit. Bui, notwithstanding all this trickery, there are Mem< 
^rs of the Right Honourable Privy Council who know, that, bow- 
ever much it would be " for the honour qf human nature" 
■^ there icere no ground* for such charges; yet, neverlhriets, 
these charges hast ieen sworn to by many lining Kitnessct of tie hbrrid 
fep/*/— An^aa (o the case of the" excruciating agoniei" of torture 
by '' slinging ants," I request of you, "for the hmour of iuinan 
nature," not to disbelieve it any longer; for you can be satfified 
of tbe truth, by applying to my Lord Grenville, who is in pouesuoa 
of the whole case and its proofl ; and the original documrnis may h» 
^een, if trquired. Koi need it again be asked, " wby was not hii 
faiiK faejd up toi public execration ?" as his Lordship may affird 
• ViitePoliiif^A(^uiuafT(liiida^ 
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You tbc mtanS of pubUtJy eieccaiing it !n your imparllal MagiZinet 
ThoBC vho ita^e hsd the misfortune to live in Tiinidad durloj 
Colonel Pictoii's government, must be infurialcil at your effrontery, 
vihai they read lybat you aajtrt of the " miU spint" by wbicli be 
modified the laws of Spain by those of Great Britain ! And 1 muti 
inform you, that he either had the right to allet the law* in tato, or 
Jiot to mo<Ufy tbem at all. He could not postesa more power than 
was delegated to him : and no authority could delegate to him the 
right to cTCTcise power, contrary to natural justice and eq^uity. 

The cause in which you have been engaged Is so bad, that to npi 
hfild it you are drivwi to the most palpable misrepresentations tipoB 
the plainest points. Lord Chief Justice De Grey docs pot say, that 
the Conatitution of Great Britain must be/rjj established in the conn- 
tiy mhere torture and banishment were used, in order to put an end 
to tlwse punishments. He says, " If any country, in which totturt 
«nd banishment are the law, come into the possession of Great Bri-i 
tain, these piinisbments fall of course ; the ConsEiCutiOn ofGreat 
Britain puts an end to them." Which is saying, that " those pu- 
nishments .fall oi kowKt," bteavse Iheti are contrary " to the Cflnsti- 
tution of Great Britain," into whose " po-isession" (Ae country a 
■" come" in which they were used. This is the obvious meaning and 
true spirit of Lord Pe Grey's opinion in the case ofFairiias v. Motion. 
. You are uMt guilty of a wicked falsehood ; for jou assert, that 
I^UisA, who was tarlureii to eitort evidence from her, was ''aecuied 
and tortured in punishment for a crime. This I call abonjinabl^ 
' .wicked ; for it is condemning, as guilty, one wUoisnot even charged 
with a crime. Sie mm torlwed as a wiinesi. She never confessed 
any thing against herself; and even if she had, what ought it to 
amount to ? since even you acknowledge it was " on the picket 
Athcre she made that cetiftssion, to eiloH which every other mean* 
had been found ineffectual." And yet you say this picket was a 
punishment, though it was, applied before the confession of the fact, 
to obtain which this extorting instrument was resorted to. Look at 
■what you have written, and ask yourself, how you could so shame- . 
fully commit yourself, and the abominable cause which you have 
undertaken, — You have stated, both, that the picket was applied to 
pvnish, and to eitoit confimen ; but you have made it appear, that 
tht punisAnent Wifint, and (he crloitcd confeseioa tail. 
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' Sat what (art of " a gene" » tbat wkicb an etto^ a' cebfewoflf 
*■ for which every other meana had been found tnefi^ctoal ?" It matt 
ht agent of a very torturing deacriptioB. AaA you tBtsh that torture 
should be measured by the feelings of this Frenchman, de Gouroilie i 
mod becaute hitfintti hearth incapable of being tort)ired at the sight 
of any thing lesi than " the rack," orbreakito(;vn the" 'wheel, wean 
to go to 4u dictionary to learn what torturing is! Are yon not 
ubame4 at insulting the public with such nonsense f Had I not 

■ read it myself, I would not, ** for the honour of tyiticirm," have 
believed it. But you n^ust explain for this Frenchman a little £irthcrt 
•• rhe word torture meant," among other tortures, '* applying 
lighted torehet to the tender parts of the body -.these he, had neter-ue* 
^Trinidad,*' Happy man! You may, indeed, rejoice that jfo« 
nevtr *aw such things ! But, alas ! how few in that Island, beade* 
jonnelf, can boast ignorance of such horrid cruelties? — Yes, " loi- 
partial" Editor — lighted torches hane tern applied, not only to- 
(he tender parts of the body, but to ike ■akole of more bodies than ane-f 
Under " the miUfr spirit' ' of- the government of Colonel Picton. a 
living man, and a body, from which the head had been severed, were 
•orronnded by the same faggnts, and the lining and the d^ad were 
Jjnrnt together ! and mauy were the witnesses who were driven from 
their houses !n tht neighbourhood of the execution by the slettck if 
roailbg Anwffln ^esh, and turning tones ! ! For *' the ianoar offrw 
imm nature," you might also discreilit " this statement ;" but as it 
it Dot "'Jbr t^e honour of human nature" that truth should be discr^ 
dited, I inform you that the poor victims names were Piebbe Frar- 
coil, andBovqut ■.—ihtfrstturnlBlice, the second a.htt dfcapilation; 
that both were executed in this manner together, in December, 
]«0I ; and that the facts have been verified before the Privy Couiicif. 
Hitherto the accused may have flattered, himself, because the 
pu'rifying iratm, and distorted features, of the many spited heads of 
the unhappy victims do not assail the nostrils, and shock the cyei 

. Qfthe inhabitants of Great Britain, as they did those of the hofro* 
•truck people of Trinidad, that, therefore, the people of Great Bri- 
tain .will remain ignorant of such deeds. But the period will ar- 
rive when they shall be fiilly known ; and wlien^ it is trusted, the 
perpetrator of them will no longer escape \what is due to such enor- 
miues: and, then, in what light will you appear to the world, by 
whose ossistiince the accused has been Upheld?' 
HvrtuttftSO, IB07. DECIUS. 
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LEtTER It. 

•m ttm Et)li,.t OF THE ANTbJACOBlIf RErmtT, 

•^PoKntiuanialiiiaid^tatnriiuU^tijfi^tl" ' 

" Slit* . . 

" THE affairs of Trinidad, add, the situation of certun [MraDnd. 
tpnnecled with tliem, becoming dally more interesting, my impa' 
tiencc to attend to tliem, immediately and splely, alaiost ontrulei 
the objigation which ! have imposed upOn myself of continuing mf 
answer to your CTiticism) the remainder of which is scarcely worthy 
«fattehtion, after making those stricttlreswhich werefugajeitedby the 
passages all u(kd toia.nijr Lettet'of Sunday last.. But, lest a silent 
contempt .of yopt critical talents,, or of their prostitution, should 
be int«rprete(i in yotic fiiTour, I will proceed In my reply to'thc 
flimsy remarks by which Jou cndeavqiir' to conceal your literary 
pil3.cj : for it ia vpry observable, that the ui«;»nUn.only fong extract* 
. -which yon have made from the " Ptiilical Aceoani of Trinidad,'* 
u^ile they have served you in filling more than thifly pages of ;^oar 
Magazine, have also been inScrled thqre. In order to prevent th«_ 
sale of the publication,, by giving the public b6 much of it for nO" 
thing, as would satisfy them of itft contents, without purchasing it* 
Thus you expected, by prcvenling its general clrciflattoDi to luvA 
%n impression on the public t^ind, that the whole book was perso* ^ 
nal ; and that it might be taken as unjustly jiersonal, you have only 
quoted those pass^es which .you could distort to your purpose,— ' 
This is one of those artifices, the ingenuity of which I promised to 
do you the justice of making glaringly evident ; and the better tO 
tuccecd in fulfilling that promise, 1 shall notice, as I go on with 
your remarks, those passsgcs which you have wtfully omitted t»- 
Dstice in, what may with great truth he called, your" Original 
criticism." 

V.ou. say, that GoTcruor Pictqn's reasons for suspending Judge 
N^iHEi.L from his office, appear to have been satisfactory to ' 
the Jtidge himself, because he did not take the advise ^ven him 
"• B.. ' by 
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by the writer of the " Political Account," t« appeal to the Prity 
Council, after the example, quoted ta that bo«k, of the Judges who 
were snapended from officle ia Jamal^. 

If the reasons for (uspending a J«d^ from hit office can be tatii^ 
fac(»y U iinn^l/at all,lA> not see how they cat\ at it^ rate be taferred 
to be to satisfactory, because he did not take the advice containedin a 
book, which was not published until many jmti after the case occur- 
red : Such advice was not in e:iistence at the time, thei^efbre hU being 
satisfied is ^ot thence to he infejYed : nor is he satisfied to this daj. 
He recdvedtoo''mucti abuse from Governor Ficton, on the occasion, 
ever to forget it : and.if be ever felt any satisfaction, when £e reflected 
. upon the reasons of hb being removed fram office, that satisfaction . 
arose from a happy consciousness, that the eatue »{ his removal was 
as honourable a proof of his integrity, as it was a disgraceful proof 
of the Governor's turpitude. 

AAcr all, as yon have had n intima^ an iatercourse with per- 
sons, who, on other points, have given you much information, wby 
did yoii m>t inquire of them the true cause of Judge Nihcll's sut-. 
pension from office? and then, tn the true spirit of impartiality, 
ypu might have published it. If such an impartial spirit ever bad ' 
any influence In your conduct, you.wogld have made such an in- 
quiry ; but, 1 apprehend, the case is qujte the reyerse of this, and 
ibatyou areunjellacquaintcd with the fact upon this occasion, as you 
are with other tacts, which yon have bees instructed to cover with 
those *' convenient ambiguities and gross misstatements,"* that yoa 
so nliberally and partially attribute, to ofhers; and therefore it is, 
that, with convenient ambiguity, you " presume," f and presume: 
again and again, in order to remove all blame from this Governor. 
But I might as welt attempt the Herculean task of removing your 
immoderate presumption, ai that, Hy your presumption, you should 
ever remove the blame that attaches to this ehameful traitsaction. 

Here isdisplayd anvther instance of your ingenuity, and here 
I 'am again to fulfil my promise of doing justice to it, by again 
making evldctlt the artifice you have had recourse to, in " presuming'* 
where there was no ground for your presumplion, while you have 
passed over in silence an event upon which you migh* have " prt- 
mmed" with proprie^, had you jiot hurried over the contents of 

4 Anti-IacabiDReTicTr, No. CXII. 1 1bid, No. CXI.' p. ij. 

th« 
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Ac page.* ua aun woold harry ev^ &e unludqr ipAt where bit . 
unbappy friend had perpetrated a deed vbich he did not wish t*' 
naember. - i* 

Lest jrou should have bamt the book, (o prevent «tben - from 
knowing » much u yourtetfi I will repeat thc: passage to whieh I 
•Unde— 

" Wt Britannic Majesty's soldien were employed, on anothn oo- 
easioD, to benege aa old widow lady and her daughters in iArir aam 
ioHse, in order to enforce the sale of itj concerning which there 
was'some dispute; and for three days or more, the nkmber of 
troops was regularly increased every day in this disgraceful dut^, in- 
tercepting the supplies of fire, water and food ;,. until these lot^nw* 
iftied and friendifit females wereactually starved out, to give place to 
one of the most outragcQus and abandooad wpmen* that ever dis- 
graced the house of an English Governor.'* 

Aslc Governor Ficton, if this unfortunate widow's nam^ wa< 
Griffiths I But as he raay not rtmanier even the nmae of the injtertd 
party, yet such was thc great intiniacy with the woman who oh* 
t^oed the house, that ^rrname must be tco dear to htm ever to bo 
ciFaced from a mind possessed of hit senBilnlity. But lest her coin 
duct, since his departure, should have rendered ^ ndsw as d^teitablo 
in bis recdleclion as the name of Griffiths may be harasatng to his 
conscience, jog h>« memory with the n;une of Rowtte : and if you 
M'atcth bis countenance you will need np stronger answer. Should 
he informyou that there were some Iqwproceediags in thiscasc; ask 
hjm whether Chief Justice Nihell, whom be t^erwor^i suspended from 
office, did not refyse to confirm those Jaw. proceedings, by whicb 
thia unprotected and Endless widow and hcf daughiciv were to bo 
nude to sell their dwdling-houK againtt their iodtnation, to the 
Wpmancallol Rosette. 

Let Chief Justice Nihell be asked, whetbtr HB applied for nail)- 
taryforpe to put the decree in, execution, bjt.mrving these unfortu- 
nate ladles during three days ? or whether be HA oot refuse his ug* 
nature to such. proceedings? and let It be enquired of him, how 
long it.was a/!«r thas.actii^, as directed by.SirJl. Abeiciomt^, 
" flcfarding to tie dkiaitf of Ht camurmx," that hv was anqnidtd 

f Political Account of Tiinidad, p, il, 
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tipitk tbe ofiot, t» wbicb (kat gmt ud: gMd ran Aoit^ fit i* 

If " in the course of the labour" in which yoo have f* Kqniu4 
puwh iofiKai3KMi9 leepectin^ Tmidad." * yMi had as indiutiiousl/ 
futrched After tfu^, u jpu hate affrr.tbe raniv of pitting trutlk 
out bf countenance, you would have found the true cauK »f -Judge 
Kibdl's H>pcn^(| from Met, though net smoog th« " various 
ga^n and documeatt" thit were put into yemi pauatioh bf tiw 
f^j who suspenthd' him. But die Judge, imtead of appoabi^ 
l^iMt hiftempensioe. calculated mast saguckufi^, yet certainly moM 
ignobtjt UftDQ being reinitated in hit office, without incmrnng thai 
McpeiKc^i attd depending upon tfacriiicof an appea), that could not 
fial to exete ihe tlernal and destrucdiv hatred of the Govemor,- 
■vA», be knew, would feel, aoon «r late, that lelMegraded state,- 
vhich'svould prompt him to coaceBHonf aa dUgraceful as the act tbejt 
woi^d'bc made tocffacx. 

. TbC' Judgt'waa not unprofitably «dacBtad among the Jesuin. Hrs 
de^k lucceedsd : aitd he enjoyed the tTiuraph,if it can be 9a called, 
of Eu^einng -the conrtecms sltentions of the same Goreroor, who 
bvl,;but asborC'time before, bestowed upon him every epithet ofin-* 
tnlt and reproach that his vulgar vocabulary coiibl fui^lsh ; anj- 
vliioh he exproHtd in every language he was mestct of; Icit tha 
dfaq^acc ahoutdbe iBOonupJetej -which tbe Chid' Justice was to snfFer, 
ptevioui to bis bmng replaced in the pott of hemur, on the right 
baud pi the Governor at his next poblit: festival 1 

; Is it sol Iq be lameMOd, that tbe Judge, vriio could so meritori*' 
Aaaiy Buttaio this Governor's reseiitment, rdther than sanction an 
unjual decree, had' not strerigA of mhid enough to reust, with bc< ' 
coming; indigaatiw», every advimce toward* recoilciriation ? Bat then ' 
he would aM have been reinstated as Chief Justice : and as the ' 
ezpcttce-, thfc woable, stwd tlitf uncertain event of an appeal^ wm 
gMateinib t&an tbe Ai<qtal eacnfiee, tbe Judge faad his triumph, ' 
and khc Gomaor bk ^^iigrad:ttion. 

-ALthiKpbitU j^ab reay 'nqiiire, wbydid not soinei>art of the ft- 
mjiy of tbase oppielMd fcmales proceed to England, and apply for ' 
le|;isd, r^nisJ vA)lo# bie-td-asK you,.' what would dieir ap- 
plication have availed ? Tell me who hap yet reived redress, 

• Anti-Jacobin Review, No, CXII. p. i6j. 
,■ '. 1 among 
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Kmong lA\ tticlMtancM of opprewion and cruelty which hive ditthi> 
i|ulBlferi-thcriei|mciiin of thn modern Calig;ult? It u now fi>ut 
Van'MMfr be wu rceilled; and jet whnt justice have the ftmH^ 
tnd the coinndei of the unfonanKe Gall&gher obtained Tor thirt hN 
dier's iUrgti execMiaa ? It ii alto as long lince tim afflicted at idovt 
prtrmttrf Ber.faTOorite dawghter to depart from Trinidad, to Kek 
ftr Hirt SoeiM British Jailice, which she had a right to expect would 
RhliMte' her mother in the property ihiit had been so unjuilly 
wr^ted from her. But instead of nicceMrullj' returning, to be the 
iOtace of htf Jiarent's declininK yea^i the purBoit of justice hut added 
^he tSaah of her <taughter to the qnjust privation of her property, 
Thii afflicted mother might ha^e forgotten the low of her i)ro[>eriy, 
. in bcwailiBg the death of her child, had not thii irrtparabl»I«ii ori* 
ginated in that oppVeialon. 

Such aiethe accidents and difHcnUies that occur to thoie, who 
must also incur the enpences and dangew of a voyage of many 
thousands of miles, to icek for justice, where, after all, it mff aereT 
be obtained! The exorbitant expMcea, and the legal, andl luppoM. 
necessary, lacility of procractioaiing fuc/i causei, almost vnouiit to t 
pro'hibition of justice, in any affair above the .ordinary leyel ; more 
fiEpecialty if any distinguished personages can be made to feel the 
apprehensions of recrimination from their affinity with the accuied. 

In our Courti of Justice such recriminating intimidations caimot 
occur, nor can they be merited ; but is it not astonithing, that ca* 
pital crimes committed beyond the seas should, in our improved ju- 
li^ira^fnoe, bd leftunder the difTiculiJes of the old statute, the S3d 
of Henry VJII j by which meaas the politics of the Cabinet may 
too oftetKbe allowed to sniwrsede the justice of the Courts ? 

The dirhculfies m the prosecution of crimrs committed beyond the 
tena, loo firequently afford the accused the opportunity of escapin;^ 
with irtipuitlty ; and thus the oppression of the [icopleis encouraged, ' 

Befbre'l take my leave of you, with the intention of continuing 
my address to you- next Sunday, allow me to ;isk, when yqu took ' 
up y»ur pen to defend the fame of tliosc c/o lovtd and iicre icloted 
by Governor Pictoa, why diil you sutf'cr the harsh epitbtts that aro 
applied to this woman, at whose instance ihcie unfaituuiite ludici ' 
wtraM wronged^ Why, I tay. did you suHec the harsh epiiheta 
lo pasi Under your pen, without bestowing a due proportion of It* 
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gill upon tbe autWr I Here jroo will probaUj'' auvme ttmtliiiig 
like dignity » bDwever tamalmraUj, and tdl mer ikat the oljcct af 
these epitbets ii betow rqiToacb ; and therefont that the autboc ought 
to have felt blmulf also above inch epithet*. In lucb a ren^rk I 
could almost go along with you : and jet, why sbanM be aUoir tbiv 
person to remain wholly unnoticed ? Sot she was rich, however .m*- 
worthily she became so. She had influence, however ihameitdly ac- 
quired and unduly exercised. And ss there are otbere wbo alio owe 
iheir infliience in the country oqty to their illrgottea wealth and ttuif 
Machiav^lUm intrigue, this person is as worthy of the ts^rid't ^lur^ 
Teiicc&ndyobr approialion, M some of fhose are npon whom yoq 
have lavished your bfineful prMtc, AuW't age ^uiejiuta vaU, 
^ov. 3B> 1807- VfiCWSt 
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TO TBE EDITOR OF THE 4NT1-J4COEIN REFIEIK 



Ipliqui Cyoica traducunt tempori Scnii, 
Nonuunqium iiummis Tcndere verba folet* 

SIR, 
CALCULATIXO more upon the folly, and the wid 
tban upon tbe sagacity of ^our support of Colooel Picton, I waa 
much disappointed by the silence you have observed in your last- , 
Monthly Censor. Sagacity is, still, all that your silence can be attri- 
bated to ; for if that nobler stale of the mind, called Wisdom, bad di»> 
tiaguished you from the wretched Pariy Hi which you are attached* • 
you would have refrained altogether from upholding the conduct 
of a man, who you, at a Magistrate, must know, has violated tbe. 
fundamental principles of our glorious Constitution i ajid has out* 
r^ed the Laws vf Reason, of RcUgioni of Chirbtian Nationf, and 
«f natural Justice and Kquity *. 

■ Vide Mr. Nolan's learned argument m the Riport of (he Klnf^ WOth ■ 
Cax, the tting v. Fieloa. . 

Since 
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Sibce I bega& my ntauVt Apon yovt " or^iffn/ criticisiri,"^ (lie 
l^rty, whose cauK you have espotued, have commenced their ^rclif 
to the place of purgatory, and one of them is actually suffering the' 
means of escpiatlng an olfence against a' person, who, you also h«Ve' 
Seen libelling in your " mparlial" "Review. ' 

As'a Magistrate, it Is your particular duty to preserve tlie peace;' 
and yet, as an Editor, yo6 have l«tt no itone untouched that couH, ' 
, ifght or wfotlg, be hurled at Mr. Sullivan and Coloiiel Fullartan, 
in order to irritate them to some act of violence that might justify' 
your abase, instead of repulsing yoarunjustifiable attacks by legal 
means, nrhich are noW beginnmg to operate against your libellous io- 
attjutors. If Such a line of conduct con Id have been anticipated 
previous to your nomination to the Magistracy, it must have pn!* 
Tfented you from being entrdsied with to sacred a duty, air the' 
guardianship, to a certain extent, of the persons^ liberties,, and.' 
propertied of your fellow-sul^ectgi for who would have entruMiA' 
you with the perforibance of such a duty, who could bxvt iai'' 
gined that you would hive ever been (bund in the act of upboidtng 
the application of torture, uadtr any syaltm or ciTcUnatancetfta tx- 
tort evidence ; or in asserting tiiat man to be innooent and 'pirto- ' 
cuted, who has ^n^nf people atf^imt tHa/, and Sukht people alit*'- 
forsorttfy? ■ '. 

When you read the report of the proceedings^ in the Coart of' 
King;'s Benchi in the case of the King ii. Colonel Draper, how 
must your hcait smile you, to be told by those Magistrates, whose ' 
dTgnity, justice, and moderation you ought, as an inferior' Magis- 
trate, to imitate, that the character' of the Right Hoq. John'SuI. 
livan, who you have so wantonly calumniated, " stood above re- ' 
proach ?'* Wilt you, aa a Magistrate, pretend, that you were mis- 
led by Colonel Draper'a publication ? as he was by that affidavit of ' 
Dr. Lynch, which has been contradicted upon oath ; and to which . 
the Judge also refused all credit, stating in his charge, that it wait 
** Scandalous and unfounded." If you, too, can be misled by what " 
his Lordship correctly termed such "Hying hearsay reports," in .- 
what an unhapp)r predicament must those unfortunate people be 
placed, whose conviction depends upon your admission of soch a 
sort of evidence against them. These considerations upon Dr. 
Lyach's affidavit, bring me to the recollection of anochci nfiidavit. 

The 
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. Ilie inbjdCt pf thy last LcLtcr wis the luipensior) of Chief JuAgt 
Ntkcfi- Upon >cvenil occasJons it has been proTcd and p.ublUbedr 
tbtf -Sir Ralph Ab<lrcromby app<witcd Mr. NihcH tptf Chief Jus- 
(ioti and iovested him with criniiDa], aswdl as civil, Jui-i^dictioR, in 
CCHuequeiice of the appeal tn the Caraccaa being interrupUd by the 
. coaqUMtdf thk Uland ; and ia ordef to obviate that incoHVCDicBce 
bjr«) BplKa^fVotBtheCbiefJusiiBeto the Governor, instead o^the 
■[^IMltolliarCaraccas; Mr.NtfaeU'sa|>|Miatinent^Cbief Justice was. 
tqcoBtinue dufinn the ptcBiUfe of (he Crown : and hj Governor 
HisIop'iProcl^i^atiop of April 3dt 1306*, '| it is deql.ar^d, that,"—' 
*' itdodi not appear that iU Myesty \>aitt \tttn plcnsed hj any act 
wA44tMr tQ aHM) ^r make voiil the said coraariission ;" and tbeio'. 
fbi«( ** Uie Hi4 John Nihell, shall ca(r/tr)E»! to act therein, ipths 
n»e manner 4f tie'^>BiBtfdiate)y-«%X,the capitulation," Sec, &c.*,, 
tCbe pfMtiit <}oy«rn<>E's words are, " .shall conlinue tp act :'*-^for, _ 
H-UliMa>esty'a ^kiafc had never been known ^o the contraiy, by 
vpboifc]|lAK)urealwM tl>e Chief ^stice.covU berenKivc<) fipm .office, 
to GttntaQt Histop ooFieplly (^^uldet:ed him as having tti^ right to 
tw rtiM a tt>e ^Ofcise of his judicial functions. It is tji^erefore oot dts* 
- pulol.;tteSir K. Abercrp^by-KpiroJfitcdMr. NihelIto.be the Chief. 
Jai^ce ; that ha did iminediatcly thereupon e;iercise that office,: that 
be had the right to amlinur to exercise it I that he doescmt^uf to ex- . 
CtMb it ; ' m4 that- his- il^jesty., . by wboae authority a.lonc hisjw 
dici*!' ftfoctioHB cwiM be interdicted^ never did, from his appoint*- 
tnfeRll* tbi« time, '* annul or make vutd the sEiid Commissiqn ! ! ^" 

-No*,Sir, read the following asseteration <rf Colonel Pictpn, 
co|»cd from hit affidavit, Sled in the Kxj;ig's Bench, sworn on the , 
llth Ma^, 1904:-*- j 

" JVor A't/^p, the said.lohn Nlhell, at thetiine ofthis deponenl'a , 
letviog the siud Island, nor ditlA he bo^, as thi; deponwt eyer kfatd or , 
idkvtd, execute any judical office in the said Island, except that of 
3mAgt of the Court of Cousulado, which is a tribunal instituted fof 
the tole purpose of determining commercial diffciiccces by arbitra-. . 
tiofl." 

Comparing this affidavit with the iodisptilable facts which arc . 
pnviouily stated, it becomes less astonishing, that ipany dignified . 

■ ^ • Quorcdinihe" Poliiicil Account of Trinidi'I, p)ge;i4. 
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end wortlif penanageS) u well as Colonel Draper) and the public 
mind, should hav« had their credulity afFected in fkvout of theac 
cu«ed, when they have been practiied npori by such affidavits froni 
this Governor and this Doctor. Nor will the Governor, with all 
his ingenuity, be able to exonerate himself from this nc&rious tran- 
eaction ; for, should he r^ort to the aubUrfugCf,. which ii contrived 
in th^arCful wording of his affidavit, he is at lout guilty, not me relj 
. of an equivocation upon oath^ which i* a great crime, but of a 
** wCTiin/wwrtdfiora," which IB a greater crime, because it is more out 
of the reach of human research. This is his subterfuge : '* I d|d not 
vwear that Sir Balph Aberciomby did not appoint Mr. Nihell 
to be Chief Justice. . I did not iwear that be nevef had a 
Tight to exercise a jurisdictioti in criminal as well at civil matten, 
I did not swear that His Majesty ever annulled or made void Mr. 
Niheil's Commission as Chief Justice. I oni^ swore, that when 1 
}efl Ae Island, and at the time of my making my affidavit,, he did 
potexecufe any judicial office except Judge of the Consutado." 

This is the " mtntel reitrcBtion" of which he is guilty. Althougli 
he did not swear to more, yet be knew more ; and, ihereforej 
ought to have deposed all the truth upon the occouon ; for by sweai- 
jng to no more than he did swear, he meant and he intended that 
more should not be undentood by Us affidavit ; and thereby he 
suggested the inference,' that Mr. Nihell was not Chief Justice, 
knowing that he was Chief Justice ; and he made the affidavit to 
prevent the Mandamus from the Court of King's Bench- being di* ; 
fccted to Mr. Nihell, who was stated to be Chief Justicei 

If all thislie not the case, why did not Gonenw Pidon depose that 
Sir R. Abercromby did appoint him ; that the King had never re* 
moved him j but that HE, Gettrmr Pictan, had removed him ; 0114 
thtrefore, th^l he did not at the'time of the afGdavit execute -any othet 
judicial office than Judge of the Consulado. But if he bad deposed 
that be had interrupted the Chief Justice in the exercise of bis office, 
he would have been told, that he had no right to do to ; and that^ 
notwithstanding this illegal act, Mr. Nihell was nevertheleu 
Chief Justice ; and that the Governor's o^iAivjf was null and vcnd^ 
iulead of the Judge's ammiimn. 

But, Sir, he mfgbt have Iieen told other truths as seripuf as this. 

^t qiigbt have been told, ttutt all the .hamtio bloc^ with which his 

C govaiH 
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govenimeiit it stained, would not have been fpilt, if the victima of 
bis wanton cruelty bail been arr^gned at the bar of Justice befpre 
this Chief Judge. Of this the Goveruor was awate ; for previous 
to the reniova! of the Ju<Jge, be had ohjeclcil to the Governor's 
ordering a man to be executed who had not been tried ! It cannot 
hf believed, that this humane Judge, for such he truly is, would 
have refused to afford Gallagher, the unfortunate art/lUryman, (he 
opportunity of proving his innocence by a trial. Nor would ^ny 
Chief Justice ever have disgraced humanity, and descended from his 
high dignity, as the Governor did, to insult this poor soldier, at 
the awful moment of his beiog launched into eteroily, by-telling 
bim, be was " going to bell with a lie in bis mouth!! !" 

Such conduA wa» not the mere dry, frigid eiercise of Justice . It 
was xnanlan cruelty. What but t/it most loanton cruelty can explain 
the conduct of this Governor, who, alter hanging Jean Biibtiste 
RicifARD, also without a t'rial, conducted Mr. Mosn, a wealthy 
. panter, into the gallery of the Govern men t- Hon se, wbitb over- 
IpQkfd the place of execution, and there aiie wed him i he body 6f his 
unfortunate Bon-injlaw suspended fiom the gallows? And when two 
Kegroes, called -Yalla pud Youba, were condemned, under an 
, illegal commission, to be bapished, whpt but the most wanton dispo- 
sition to cruelty pould have induced this Governor to annul the 
sentence of thoie whom he had appointed tg j«dgp, and to order, as 
»more sc'cufe punishment, that thpsc wretched slavca should be made 
to assist at the suttNit^c of a man called Ma^JUEl ; and then, that 
they should have their ears cut off, in addition to their original sen- ■ 
fence of bani^hnient .' What, I say agi'iii but the most malicious 
l^rodigality of hum^o blood coi^d have induced the threat, which 
^33 actually put in erpcution in May 180?, upop a negro called 
pOLiAHi and uttered by this Governor, a$ is jwprn by Mr. Daw- 
son of Liverpool^r" If you do not pay the money, I'li cut bim up 
under the gallcKi." T^i* money ^as dtmanded for taking up 
Goliph, un^er the pretext of h'^ having '"P away, when he dyas 
only returning on the road from chutpb. * It was not convenJcNt 
at the moment to pay the money, and therefore the negro vas 
actually " cut up under t&e gsHotus ; ' ' — that is to say, he yias aa 

• This i* me af the sbunerul piacticM cupeled in page ^j of the P>:Hlicit 
A^unt of Trinidad. 
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itverely flt^gftl. with wbat is called the cart wbip^that he lingerei 
for a few daysi and, ^iWdrn hj Mt. DaiVsoo, be then died I 

"When I, addrtw you next Sunday, I will cndeaTonr, if it he 
pAssible, when writinv upon Such Bubjecti, to be Ita diockkg, if 
that can be of any Gontequence to your feeling*, who thinlc w 
lightly of the torture inflicted upon Louisa Caldaua. But allow 
me in the mean time to aak you, what h your opinion of G(it«mot 
Picton'* innocence now I- wheil I tell yon, (hat these ftoti have been 
iifota to before the Right Honourable Privy Council. 

JiE(!EMMR4, 180?. DECIVS, 



LETTER IV. 



TO THE EDITOR OF THE ANTI-JACOBIN BEFIErri 
SIR. 

BY this time yod havt had cadse to considtr the •' ^olitiriil Ac- 
count of Trinidad," as a very moderate slat'enient ot the alFaira of 
that Island, in comparison with such a statement aa the Author of 
that book might with truth have giVeil :. and the nliati, for wh6m ytiU 
have set up your " ongiaal critidsm" >£ a defence, liiust contider 
your officiouB interference ail the most unliicky event of bis life, ex- 
Ceptiiig thi ill-fated league that he fohned with the persecutors of his 
amiiblebut unfortunate predecessor, the Spanish Governor ChacOni;. 
Governor Picton, no doubt, in his turn, coriiplaiiiR of [Jersecution. 
U would be well with hini If he nierited it no rnd're tfaah did tht 
Spanish Governor) during the whole of whose gdvtirtimcnt liot one 
instance was ever known of torture or mutilation^ or unlawlut eie-' 
cation, or burning ahve. Bui Governor Picton, ai singular la his 
politics as he was tn bis cruelties, promoted the plan of the periecut'' 
ing triumvirate, Black, Beggorat, aild Rbbles, exhibiting the poli^ 
tical phenomenon, of i. charge front an Engtiih Governor to an f-nrmi/ 
King, accusing the enemy 'd Governor of a crime in having too easily 
lutrewdercd the bland to the forces of his Britannic Majesty. And 
CS t» 
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to tenia t)u> extEiprdiouy meaurc cotapUtCi the ctmsuK of the 
King of Spaims^it his Gofrernor was Mnt out to Trinidad, cgncbfd 
ia the i^mt temu [uad wa> poMtfl up in thboSc* of Mr. Black 
•tBt4£ff3nt, whijdl cfcr of them wu the. Alcalde »t the tine), in 
eider to deter, apon snj Aitan occanoii> any .afficcn undcc the 
SpBiiiah flig from MAbriag mch easy conqoett* in fptnix. 

.As yon hafc roued mjr attention to thu triumviiUe, by the nude* 
seiTcd respectability whMi yon attach to*theiD*aa CoavcUws, I will 
beitow a few lemartcs upon them. Howerer dlghtingly the author 
. of the Account of Trinidai} pasted over Me>w>.BJac]c andBeggorat, 
vou are dewroo* that they should be better known. Colonel Draper, 
in.hia Addreta to the British Public, has atrongly depicted " Tai- 
MiDADtAm;" and alludes to a law, in Grenada, made against per- 
■ons who were, ming your own words, " induced to remace fo Tri- ■. 
nidtd," by what you have truly described as " lie im^iting Ceduk'* ■ 
ofdiat Gonromcnt : which persons, Col. Draper writes, "fetad 
^n ta^hm m TVinidad," lonietimes taking withth^a thdr inottgaged 
negroes, &e. But it is you alone, Mr. Editor, who have stated it 
to be an iacontrotertible &ct, that Mr. Black " had been unsncces»- 
fill thfre as a ngiprchant." Neither Col, Draper, nor the- Account 
•f Trinidad, stated so mochas that. But you state, thaf'HEcar* 
lied away with him no property belonging to his creditors.'* Truc> 
he was a merchant ; and planters, onfy, could take away mortga^d 
Ocgrces. Negroes have legs : besides, one negro that can walk it 
worth more upon such an occasion, than one bale of goodtf without 
tegs. As you were so indelicately ofHcious In the cause of this 
" unsuccessful merchant" from Grenada, perhaps youcan also tell 
'Ute i€7e long frevioui to the period at which the establishment of 
EagUsA lout •aere appfehended in Trinidad, It was that he began to 
make large payments (0 his cfedilora out of the property belonging 
to his wife- ? 

. It is you, alone. Mr. Editor, who have stated, that St. Hilaire 
Beggorat was induced to remove from Marliniquc also " by the in- 
viting Ccdcila" of Trinidad. This Cedula appeara to have been con- 
veniently imiling to both these persons. Had' Bcggorat emigrated 
from Guadalc»ip«, we might have concluded that he was a Royalbt, 
as Bepublicanism drove the Royalists from that Island : but jioa tell 
j», that h« come from Martiiu^iie« £tom ivheace we know be was 
'. not 
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not likely to be driven ad a Rojralist, becauie the Royal party ttloit 
prevailed there. Connect (his with his JMuitical excuse for not as* 
listing at the puhlic funeral honours to the memory of the Due 
d;Engheio, and I think it will be well made out for the author of 
■' the Account of Trinidad," that this French Member of a British 
Council vns not " an adherent to the House of Bourbon." But' 
enough of him for the present ; at a proper period more of his con- , 
duct and character shall be displayed, and of the diflferent points of 
view in wliich Governor PJcion h'as, at diffetant times, considered 
and treated him : preparatory to which period, the relation in which 
HB also stands to the Government of Grenada is deserving of enquiry \ 
'ai.vrell as, what relationship there is between him.his/ori!^ friendiin 
. Trinidad, and Jean Baptiile Oliaier, TBli'o laas condemned to be hanged 
_/ar treasoB in Grenada ! 

Chief Justice Nihell has been heard to declare, that the use of the 
guillotine was at one lime apprehended. Let him be asked, on 
-whose estate was placed this republican instrument for exterminat- 
irig Royalists? and' let .Monsieur Labarere, formerly Commandant 
oi the valley of Diego Martin, be asked, \t he never received orders 
fromGovcrnor Piaon, that, upon the first cotnmatisn in the Island, 
he must proceed to the house of a certain father and son, and hang 
them on the tree nearest to their house, and then burn their estate 
about their ears. , 

I shall now proceed with yoijr " original criticism'**— ^Vom next 
siate, that our Author, to grati^ his -resentment, has overste'ppecl 
the bounds both of truth and nioderation.'" But I do not uU' 
ierstand how you prove this accusation by asserting, that *' Gove;« 
nor Picton acted unt/er his Mqjcs/y's inslruciions, not urider ike BrititK 
Constitution" This is, however, so disgraceful a proof of constitu- 
tional ignorance, from a Magistrate too, that it would be even Ies» 
credited than the cruelty of Colonel Picton has been, if your pre^ 
vious unconstitutional defence of torture to extort evidence drd not 
warrant the belief, that you really arc most colpaWy ignorani of the 
constitution of the country in which you are entrusted with tb<^ 
office of Magistracy. 

Nothing but such ignorance could have betrayed }rou into such a 
libel Bgainst'the King, as to state, that " G^afrnor Pic'on aetcit 
»ider hif Myesiy I iiistrncliaas, not uaSer lie British Coasiiluiion,"^- 

Thfl 
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The King could never pre any instruclionl that were " not undef 
the BritUh Constilulioa." And if you mean, that bis Majesty'* 
Midistere ever gave any inEtructionB contrary lo (for that is what we ~ 
must undentand by " not under") the British Constitution, those 
Ministers ought to call you to ao account for such a libel upon their 
Admioistration. 

You ought to have known from the fate of the late Catholic 
Bill, and from his Majesty's constitutional rejection of that measUrci 
that our Sovereign would never, of his sole auihority, instruct 
Iiis Ministers or Governors to admit Catholics to the Govern- 
ment of any part of his Empire, when he would not sanction any 
further tolerance, than, is already enjoyed by the Itomaa Catholicsi 
even though proposed by hia Ministers in Parliaraent. . 

" You, however, consider tW those men,, who had lived un<ler 
the Spanish Laws, though .they, could he no other than Catholics,' * 
•' were certainly best calculated lo be his {Governor Ficton's) td- 
visfri." It is well for us that our glorious Constitution has pro- 
vided against the influence of such advisers in the Government of 
Great Britain, and that our beloved Monarch will preserve in vto- 
late its valuable principles; for, otherwise, the people of this hap- 
pier country might now be liable to. be tortured and burnt alivct 
as the unhappy people were under the government of Colonel 
FiclOD in Trinidad. And if it were the case, that any more of out 
Magistrates, besides yourself, could think, that Roman Catholie ad* 
visert, in any part of his. Majesty's dominions, Ought to be tolerated* 
we have even greater cause, than was lately imagined, to rejoice at 
the constitulional inflexihility of out Sovereigi:, who shut the dooV 
against those advisers, that, in the case of Colonel Picton, were to- 
lerating crimes actually originating in Catholic superstition : for such 
may be deemed the advice of those who recommended the inquisi- 
loiial use of the TORTuac and the faqgot, as practised hy Gover- 
nor Kclon in Trinidad, in case* of alledged son:ery, dimaation, ■aileJi* 
crajl, the Hark ait, ami poisoning ht/ means of CHARMS, tie is, how- 
ever, by this time able to tell you, that his Roman Catholic fiieadl 
and advisers, have brought him into a very perilous situation. 

But you. have imprudently stirred up the ashes of his departed 
friend. — Adde cruorem stultitim aique igiiim gladio sen/are,— -To dis- 
turb the elnile of Don Chiistophe dc Roblcs might haVe been arOid* 
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til, if ]rou had been of a temper to forego the malicloui gratificitton 
orciillin;u)>on the Author of tha " Account of Trinidad" to MitiA 
at having forgotten thii ungrateful old man. This omission, on the 
part of our Author, if a proof that be was more intent upon the 
pursuit of his bistnry, than upon prr9on«Iine« ; for had personalilf 
. bean the" real object" of his book, he might have introduced this 
character with ;;reat advant^ige, as well as the exlraordinarjr and in- ' 
teresiing matter that I havs laid before the Public in my corre*- 
pondence with yoUi 

I shall therefore proceed to do, what our author might have done* 
fsr the memory of Don Chrlstophe de Kobles. Nor csn you, with 
justice, revile me afterwards for not allowing him to reit in peace, 
(ince it is you wlio have btought him berore us. 

Don Chrlstophe Oe RoUes, who was Cuntudor of Trinadad, 
previous to Governor Chacone's government, wss ordered home to 
Old Spniii, to eive an account of hit conduct, his integrity being 
imj>eached. But, on talcing the rein* of Government, Don Chacone, 
from an amiable disposition to conciliatory measures, generously in- 
terfered with the Court of SjAin for the accused Contador, and by 
bis interest prevailed with the King so far to fo'-give Don Christophe 
De KoMes, as that he should be only deprived of his office ; and he 
was aCLordinffly allowed to remuin in the Colony without further 
' molestation or <,1Jq<;race : nn}',' he was even allowed to retire with the 
privilege of wearing the uniform of Conlador, and some other pri- 
vilegtrs ofthat nainrei Had Governor Chacone Icnowu, that De 
Roblcshad fomented disputes between every Governor and the Court 
of Spain, so a« to occasion most of them to be accused, he would 
have done right !n sending De [lobles home, in his turn, to answ 
bis accusers. Forthe ingratitude of De Robks towards hit protectorr 
Cha(:gric, evinced itself immediately ader the Spanish Governor loit 
the Island. It is true, if the Governor did not do hit dntj in de- 
fence of his (. ountry, it was natural for his countrymen to accuse him 
at llic Coutt I but De Robles, who owed hit preservation to tfie Go- 
vernor't p;euerosity, ought to have been the last to accuse him :— 
and the British Governor, in possession of the Island, ought nner tt> 
have complainedof the facility with which such a bloodless conquett 
added lliis tine territory to hit Matter's dominions. Sui^, however, 
vfa* the character of Don Chriftophe De Rflblci, t Jc " cm/fid " 
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Celhl'c adviier of Governor Ficton : upon soch autheiitjr fae r«t«, tn 
part, his defence ; and such was the SpanisA mimitr whom he ititro- 
ducCiJ into his Majesty's Council of Trinidad ! ' 

You may now perceive, that it would have eerved our Aullior'a 
purpose more, (o have introduced De Robles, than to have forgot- 
ten him, if the object of his book had been personal ; mOrcespe- 
cially, as Don Christophe De Roblea makes a distinguished figure 
in Colonel Piclon's Address* to the Privy CouncU. But Don 
Christophe was no more, when Governor Picton attributed t9 
him ll^e advice which is said to be in the words of the deceased De 
Robles. The Governor is therefore in no danger of being contra-, 
dieted by his Catholic Adviser, when he lays his sins at his Ai, 
riser's door, whom, in his Address to the Privy Council, he statei 
to have suid in the course of hit advice : — " A considerable portion 
nf ybur^roops, if ene may draw a conclusion from their converta* 
tion and conduct, a's not wel! affected, and may be easily seduced.' * 
I ask you, what ought Governor Piston to have concluded of the 
character of this Catholic Adviser? hqw could tliis Spaniard know 
«o well [unless he had tanijjered with them} the conversation and 
conduct of the British troops ? (or unless he knew that they haj 
been tampered with), so as to be able to assure Governor Picton sa- 
tisfactorily that they were dlsafti;cted. The Right Honourable Metai 
bcrs of the Privy Council never can have credited such insinuations ; 
for they knew that the Governor never brought rccn one of the 
troops so spoken of, to trial for disaffection, nor were any of the un-r 
fortunate persons, who were executed without trial, ever accused of 
niutiiiy nor treason. 

But, in the same Address to" the Privy Council, this Governor'a 
Cnllialic Adciser Is also made to say — " If you do not give an im-i 
jxising air to jour government"-—" if these men do not fear you, 
they will despise you" — " a few acts of vigour may disconcert their 
. plans"—" you are not shackled by forms or modes of prosecution" 
•* If you do substantial justice, you are only answerable to God and 
your COiiBcience. "—-The Governor then tells the Privy Council— 

• A m»nuscript copy of thii Addreii wm s»t'Out to TtinidaiJ, where it 
was ciiculJled iiBO(|g t}is rriet^dst but it fuund iis wsy EOir.elimes among hit 
enciiTks, an^ reinaiiw.l lorj enoufih among iliein toatijrtl ihein these notes 
Iioin iif ' 
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" tfatse authoritiet appeared Mtiibctory, anil I haij no reaioii lo 
question advice given with'ao much candour.'' 

The indulgence and moderation of that august Tribunal &re con- 
Etant aiid admirable npon everjr occanon ; but such oatrage* to truth 
and common lease must have required unparalleled forbearance upon 
this occasion. 

What is to be inferred, in the conduct of this Governor, as the 
consequences of the advice of this CalAolic Advintr f — why — that, 
therefore, Celeael Pktoa did' give " an impoaiag character" to his 
government. That in order not to be " despited'" he adopted the 
system of Terror; — and in order to " diseoiicert plant," of which he 
never had the least proof, but the vague euggestions of this Caliolk 
Spy- among our troops, he performed some acts of what he calls 
Ttgour, but what would be deemed murder, if concur*./ with the case 
ciUd by Mr. Nolan, from page 500 of Lord Hale's Pleas of the 
Crown. 

It it not possible that he could have credited the advice upoa 
which he has acted. He never could believe, that in any Colotiy, 
belonging to a Christian King, a Governor could be let loose, tike 
the ancient Mamoth of the American mountains, to be the scourge 
and destroyer of the people, as this CalAolie Pcrsteutw describes, , 
" unshaekhdhy anyforms or modes of proceeding." 

But the Governor acknowledges, that his Calkolie Adviser did tcQ 
him to " do substantial justice," that he might " answer to God 
and his conscience.'' This part of hit Catholic Friend's advice ii 
the only part of it that he forgot tofollaa. 

If he can answer to God, his Conscience, and his Country, which 
in the advice he received was put out of the question, then let him 
" put himself upon bis Country" for a public trial ; for I would 
ratltcr trust a British Jury with his acquittal, than his own con- 
science. But let him iairly meet the charges. Let not the whole be 
contrived to turn upon some equivocal case. The ci);>ffa/ ciiarges 
*' inSlude TWENTV-NrHE cases of death, unlawfully and cruelljr 
inflicted." Seven of these have been substantiated upon oath before 
the Privy Council. And my next Letter shall give all the Charges, 
both mililary and chil, that have been preferred against this protected 
perpetrator of cruel deeds ! 
Dec \s. mj. JOECIUS. 

D 
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LETTpR V. 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE AiTI-JACOBIX REflElf. 

Qui scelenitaa, el furiOEOB erit. 

SIR, . 

HOW different is the conduct of those persons whom yow 
have libelled in your prostituted publication, to the conduct of 
the Party who has purchased its prostitutioin. — The former made 
use of no means to intimidate your publisher, nor tja prevent, tlie 
circulation of the scurrilous fabrications contained in your Maga- 
zine, because they were the fabrications of falsehood and malice, 
and more properly merit legal investigation and judicial condem- 
nation. But this terrific Governor, whom you have so vilely adu- 
lated, 1 -find, has been stalking about among the Journalists, mak- 
ing a great " noise," and, as the Editor of t^e Sunday Revitw 
states, " he has been mean enough to threaten them with prosecu- 
tions, if they dare insert any thing respecting his conduct.'' — The 
Public will naturally conclude from thii, that bis conduct will 
not bear investigation ; or why should be be terrified at this pub- 
lic exposure ? The more he threatens, and the more he tries t« 
suppress the publication of his unparalleled cruelty aod violation 
of jusijce, iha more serious becomes tbe duty, which Editors have 
to perform to the Public, in not suffering the Liberty of the Press 
to be infringed in sack a case; for it i» neither a case of private 
scandal, nor public sedition, nor disrespect to a venerated KiAg.; 
but a .case, in which the feople have a right to demand, that 
justice shall be done to the manes of their murdered fellow sub- 
jects : and, indeed, to protect officers under such charges, whil* 
the men they command are tried and punished without hesitatioD 
(and in the case of this officer, uiC^nuf trial, at welt as without he- 
titation), is the readiest way to excite murmurs among the people, 
<nd even acts of sedition, and sentiments of disrespect for ihc 
character of the Government, and the Justice of the Country. 

It appears that the Editor of the Courier, in particular, was 
dji^ven to abindoD his public duty, by a finr, wbUb I teuldnot 
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^iWe -Iwlieved would 'be produced any where, but among • th« 
*ippre»!ed and terrified people of Trinidad. It is however some 
consolation, ,thatthe Press is not yet trodden under foot, since 
other Papers have preserved their character for independence; and 
m particular one of them, frpm the OfEce of which this furioui , 
Colonel was seen to rush forth, enraged at his ineffectual intimida- 
tions, and strongly exemplifying the description in Ovid — " JgM 
tnkant ecuU, corpus tumet emm vtneno." — This miserable ■ man will 
have- the pity and support of every man who has committed a 
crime ; for none know so well how to commiserate bis situation, 
■as those who have felt the woeful upbraidings of conscience, and 
4he secret dread of public accusation: but, even on this score, 
iwho is there that can fully sympathiz* with him ?— for who 
was ever so strongly 'accused, and so Isng suspended betweeii 
«ccusatipn and punishment i* Does he to much despise your 
advice, as not. to ask you bow to set about. stopping the publica- 
•tion of the charges which were promised in my last fetter P I 
think if he bad asked your advice, you would have told him> 
that the tone tn which the promise was made left no hopes ef any 
possibility of suppressing the publication, and then he would not 
have forgotten he was. in. Great Britain ; for it seems, he dreams 
thxt he ii still in Trinidad, where his controul over the Press wat 
.absolnte : fisr there he used, upon the most trivial, occasion, to 
seize Hargrove the printer, .and throw him into the common jail 
•mong the slaves, while his house was ransacked tor any papers that 
might eiipress dissatisfaction against the GoverncK's cruel and op- 
-pressive mode of government j and Sullivan, a poor joumeymaa 
printer, who went only to enquire ^fter the health of his impii- 
.'Soned master, was thrust into a dungecH), and there detained with- 
PKA crime or accusation. The British Press at Barbadoes, which 
was out of his reach, sometimes published and sent down to Tri-' 
iiidad some strong phillipics ; but one of these Barbadoes news- 
papers, being handed abovt in a tavern in Trinidad, had .nearly 
ruined the poor old woman who, keeps it, for she was threatened 
with immediate banishment, though ignorant that the p^per was 
in her house. And It is a &ct, that though the trials and execu- 
.tions of the mutineers at the Nore were published in Trinidad, the 
trial and. eifecuiion of Governor. Wali (both being reported 
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In the tame EnglUh papers, those events happening nearly tA 
tnndde) were not published in the Trinidad papen, lest they 
should offend Governor Picton, by producing a very unpleUint, 
though naturil association of ideas. I could not forego thesa 
renarks, so strongly were they suggested by the opposite condupt 
which Colonel Pictan has observed as to the liberty of the Press % 
for in Trinidad he suppressed this valuable privilege, on which 
all our liberties depend in Great Britain ; and he would suppress 
it here also, and has done so as far as he could, while he has most 
licentiouilyf most maliciously, and most bltely, availed himself 
ef that freedom of the Press, which your merceniary plan of edit- 
ing has afforded him. ■ You are, however, still iit liberty to pro- 
ceed for him ; and whether your prospects beeome bright or 
gloomy as you go forward, there is but little encouttgement for 
you to look back, for the day of retribution quickly mdvaiwxs.up- 
on your heels, and whatever may bt the concequence of your 
iurpitude, or your eemerity, you will neither derive any consola- 
tion from your own mind, nor from the world ) for you will not 
tiave sacrificed yourself to the cause of humanity, nor thr good of 
your country, since you have done cvry thing in your powex 
to oppose tlie camlbon cause of bringing a public delinquent to 
«he bar of justice, by defending a system of despotism, terror, 
And cruelty; and by defaming every person who his not concurred 
Vith you and him in opinion vobn such incasiuEs, 

To prove that such was hit system of governing, I shall subjoia 
the chaises which I pramiaei in my last Letter, to prevent tho 
publication of whicb^ his old syAem of tenor has been exercise^ 
upon our XditOT in vain, as the publication of this Ixtlec proves 
very buvch to his honour : indeed, his public independence, and 
spirited peneversnce in the cause of humanity ttid public justice^ 
fan the i:'htract«r of our Government, aftd forth* hontwir of ww 
-nadon, has no parallel but in the memorable conduct of Mr. 
Woodfatl: and I will venture to predict, that ehoutd Colonel 
Picton have the audacity to bring our Editor ittfore a British 
Jury, thoSe Judges, before whom he dare nM appear upon the 
chargpsihereunto annex^, an unanimous vei^ict of acquittal will 
Tw pronounced for this Editor, who has boldly lent his puUie 
aid, to accuse the most wicked and extensive criminal,'lh«t«v« 

. was 
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tm tcruntd fr«n the oxercise of the hwri nf o-.ir codntry. It i« 
not poisibie tbat it shoiild be otherwise ! SIi<ill a man accused of 
murders not even be tried ? And jhall another,' who only publishef 
the accu'jationi, though true, be punUhed for such truths? — It 
it impotatble ! Of otherwiae, if I see a man cwnmit a murder, 
uid an net itrong enough, or dare not to seize bim, shall I b^ 
punished, if, after reponiag'it to ofiicial Powers in vain, I 
expose the murderer in the street, or in the public papers ? — It 
is impostible \ Justice has not yet left this country, nor can ih| 
depart while a Trial by Jury shall remain with us ! 

As Colonel Picton has industriously represented in every possi^ 
ble direction, that Colonel FulUrton never preferred any charget 
against hint until a personal quarrel happened between tbem, it 
is necessary to state something briefly of the origin of Colonel 
Fullarton's lEnowled,ge of Colonel Picton's crimes, and the c>u«c , 
of their quarrel, in order io do away the ctnvmient but/alse public 
•mprctsion of mere personality. It can be verified, that Colonel 
-FuUajton made known his objections to any ntrosfict of the pro- 
viout govwnmeut, u the same time kvowing himself to b* op*|l 
to every communication tending to the advancement of the pro- 
sperity of the Colony. But, thtre wat a ^arr(l—vnA it did not 
•rigioate over wine, nor at a dance, nor at cards, nor dice, nor % 
horse race ; nor in an argument theological or mqral, physical of 
metaphysical, national or political ; and though such arc the or4i- 
tttxy causes oi perjanal disputes^ it was none of these; and y*t 
ihey quarrelled. — Then you will, in spite of all your partiality, 
admit, it was different from an ordinary perional disputi. It wis 
then a dispute in the affairs of their goviernment P Certainly it 
was ; for how could two men, so opposite in their natures, go- 
vern' upon the same principles P Colonel Picton, regardless of 
the people's love, sought to enforce obedience by tneans of 
-terror, according to Don Christophe de Robles, in order that ha 
might not be despised. Colonel Fallarton was of another school ; 
he had learnt to " be merciful in punishments," to '* hate 
cmelty," and not to apprehend danger in the shape of aa old 
woman : but, all this was the cause of the quarrel. Colonel 
Picton had banished an old woman, as usual, without crime or 
a^ial. She raturaed to collect her eSitcts, and petitioned Colonel 

FuUvtaq 
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I'uiUrton for thai purpose, who allowed her only a week to d* 
sfi, and depart. But this gave umbrage to Colonel Picton, and 
wrong messages being carried between ihem by the Secretary, 
they quarrelled ; • but Colonel Picton burst out in complaints 
lipon Colonel FuUarton's inspecting the public jail, where th« 
first glare of Colonel Picton 's cruel conductyiw«(i itself upon his 
observation; for there it was that Wm. Paine, the executioner, 
presented him with his accountj regularly made out, for various 
horrid executions ; comp'lalning that he had not been duly paid} 
he haviiig received only sixteen dollars for all the shocking acts 
lie had »SiciaIty performed. Thus Colonel Fullarton became ac- 
quainted with the number and extraordinary nature of the execu- 
tions, which led to the inquiry into the extraordinary causes of 
' so many punishments. To all this add the reproachful circum- 
stance, of Colonel FuUarton's humanity towardi the miterable 
objects whom he found in the cells; for nothing could be more 
reproachful, though not intentionally so, than the distribution of 
'small sums of money among these objects of pity, and the orders 
'for the better care and kindness towards the meagre and pallid 
creatures who were found here, totombed, as it were, alive I 

Let it be Kmembered, that this was no private visit to the jajl, 
por for insidious purposes ; but in consequence of the represen- 
tation of Mr. Adderly, the Provost Marshal appointed from Eng- 
land, and attended officially by the two supporters of torture, 
Messrs, Beggorat and Black ; the former having been, and the 
latter being, at the time of this visitation. Alcalde of the first 
eieetion. Qn their report, to Colonel Picton, of Colonel Fullar- 
ton's humane conduct upon this occasion, Colonel Picton be- 
came alarmed, because this very necessary, but unexpected visi- 
tation to the jail, did nat afford him the opportunity of getting 
those objects out" of sight, who had been so long hidden froat 
the world in this West Indian Bastile ; many of them detained 
^ithout a knowledge of their accusers or accusations ; remaining 

there 

* Upon looking at Culunet P'ullartnn's printed Statement of Fbcib, I find 
that Ibe aflair of liie old wotnan was subsequent to Ibe liaitation of the Jail ; 
»o th«t it appcam (he re'entmpnt of Pirlnrirasonlj smothered in this imlaoee, 
-to hreak out with the more violniK conrernire Ibe atorm he felt about the old' 
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tticre without trial " tnUlJuTthiT orders t" rndthu, when no- 
thing worse happened to them, (hey were neglected and forgotten, 
wntil death,, occasioned by miserj' and disetw, relieved them from 
their cliaiiu ! Do you any longer wonder that Colonel FuUar- 
ton should quarrel, upon such principlas, with such a monster ? 
As I La.ve before me Colonel FuUarton's printed " Statement," 
which was submitted to the consideration of the L»rds of his 
Majesty's most honourable Privy Council," I will quote from 
it the military charges against Colijnel Picton, as I cannot stu« 
them with more precision or ccnciseness than they appear there. 
The Military Charces ar^- .,] 

First — For issuing orders after the lath of February iSogi d!< 
recting' the military officers under his command, to refuse all 
aid and protection to the Civil Government, and ta the Inhabi* 

Second — For unlawful endeavours to intimidate perjons sup* 
posed capable of giving evidence or information in support or 
the charges exhibited against him ; in particular, for employiiijE 
black loidiers belonging to the 9th or nth West India Regi- 
ments, in his Majesty's service, to seize and imprison in tfa* 
common jail, Joseph Timbrd, Esq. Surgeon to the Royal Ar- 
tillery, because he declined answering questions, rejecting a 
declaration imputed to him on the subject of tlugk GaUagher, ^ 
soldier . belonging to the Royal Artillery, who was hanged at 
Port of Spain in the month of May 1797, by vrdcr of Govcroor 
Picton,. Tuitkaut any Jorm of trial, 

Thir<t— For employing officers and soldiers in hit Majesty's 
service to assist in directing or applying torture to diflerenC 
persons. 

Fourth— For employing soldier* on his own estate, and for 
l)is own advantage, when their services were requisite in garrison^ 
•r with their corps. 

Fifth— For granting to Mts. Rosetta Smith, a woman of co- 
lour, who lived with bim, a contract for supplying the soldieii 
barracks with wood, and other articles. 

Sixth — For illegally employing soldiers to seize and eject from 
the estate of O):ange-Grovc, John Dawson, £iq. 

JStventh^ 
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SWihtli— Pot lIlegaRT- employing Soldiers to tject from fcef 
bwtt faouM, Mrs, Griffiths and het three daughters, and for pst- 
'ting Mrj. Rosetta Smith, who lived with him, in Jposteuion Of 
Mrs. Griffiths's property, by means of military force. 

Eighth — For illegally employing soldiers and others, uitkoat 
eAy Jo*Hi or iptdfication of oftnct, to seize and drag to prisun, 
«nd to detain in an ignominious manner, the following persons : 
Messrs. Higham, Redhead, Rutherford, Bradshaw, Minchin, 
Hargriivt, SulHvan, Dubois, Savignon, D'Espana, Dowding, 
and many others, Directly violating, by military force, all forms 
of Civil Judicature, established by the capitulation, and granted 
iothe Colony under his Majesty's authority. 

Ninth — For violating the King's Civil Govertiment, by issu- 
ing a proclamation on the S^lh bf April, 1803, declaring the-. 
First Commissioner to be no Longer considered as officiating in 
liis public situation, and by directing, aS Commandant of the 
troops, that all military, as well as civil persons, should conduct 
AemseWes accotdingly. 

Tenth — For disobeying the orders of the King, dated the esd 
•F April, 1803, and for preparation of military fikce and actual 
resistance to his Majesty's Civil Government, and to the First 
CommissSoner, on his return to Port of Spain, on the 6th of 
June, 1S03, at a time when B, G, Picion held no civil autho- 
rity, but stiir continued as Military Commandant until the 14th 
«t June, wben he wis'removed by order of Gen. Grinfield. 

Eleventh — For numerous misrepresentations, transmitted to the 

Colonial Department, and to other piriilic offices, in a manner 

. vuibecoming the character of an officer and a gentleman, with > - 

view of attempting to repel ihe serious charges which had bees 

preferred against him. 

Some of the Griminal Charges, which have been-prefer- 
red against him, have been alluded to in my foriner Liters, fot 



First — The case of Ru^h, Gidlaghtr, who was hanged without 
■ny trial, by order of Governor Picton, on the a-jth or 28th 
of May, 1797, upon the mere assertion, without oath, that h« 
had robbed and ill-treated a negro woman. - The Chief Justica 
Mihell, to w~hoiD this woman first complained, considered, ^^^ 

ha. 
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him •Iktnstiry'i that it Wu so trifling ted hWEMui, tlat Irt tn«i - 
no other notice of it ^the man faciing a uldier ^to), but sent Iter- - 
to^dlonel Pictorij whe, be tliought, AVouM-bt omuted at facA'« 
tmplaint from a ilegrt Wt^ahj as they ar«, <>i\ th« cohtnry, thf ■ 
continual pcsts'df the tmrracks : never inaginii^ moK coutd 
h)]>pAi, thati' confinement to the Guard Room; but to his hor- 
ror dnd Surprize, he' found; in his aftembvn's wdk,.t})i(-imtri«d 
soldier hanging from tjic gallows. 

When (his poor fellow was ordered foreJtecutiod) he inruXfltitly 
llrughed, thinking that the tkfeal altme wis to be His pumsh- 
xiem i nor would lie bdiere it possible that be really was t«- 
ht hanged^ untilj upon supplicating tlfe Governor to be beard# 
bt -was fbrbiddm j and, upon asserting his -innoeence^ the Go- 
^Smor, as fbrmerly statedj told hJn) " hi was going te- belli 
with m lie Ih bis mouth," and orda^d hns iramacliMe efceeutiom - 
to the great dismay and distress of the British merchants^ and 
numerous bther spectators. I need not repeat atlengtli, tbati 
this poor man" would have been proved innocent- if he hailk 
been tried, as bid comrade Kenny, who was one fti^ the party' 
when this liegro woitian Wis met by them, ecknewledgedy 0a ' 
M^ death-bed^ the innocence of Hugh Gallaghet) owning bin-- 
S^f to be the person blanieable, as far as there was any^ritte*; 
li wft necessary to repeat this case, nore fallythiti toraei^ 
st^ed, in order io sheW, -ttiat Gdtagher's alted^ £iult wt^t 
not inutiny, nor desertion, nOr disobedience } and^ tbail«fet«v' tlun* 
precipitate execution wK ibexcu«af)le ; aiid ttf indict- diitll 
without trial was still m«K s6( 

- The case of Jtan. bdptittt Jtiehafd, wis also fomerl^ ilttuWi 
Mi All that Was aliedged against Wm- was, that' tw0 pautngoc 
whc came ftom the Spanish Main tn his boat, but w)i6nevia> 
received any punishment, wetfe diatfdi-cted- persons. This un- 
fortunate man was exectited without trial, leaViag an aged mo* • 
tkei, X wife, and thr^ inbnfs to hmiAithis unmerited fata;- 
and to add the more poigtiancy to their domestic afflictian^ tlrtt- 
ObvernOt, in imitation of Golonel Kirk, conducted ihi crip- - 
ta and aged fithemin-law, tapoti Ms cnjtches, into the galiery' 
nf the Oovemnjent House, and there feasted bis piercing tyV 
. - E' up«|. 



^:.vGpOg[c 



n^on' tbe i^owtA state of this injund old omi, wltite shcwvif * 
bim the husbuid of his daughter tuip^ded from the gallows ! 

: Goliath is another caSa otn capital nature. His death was caused, 
by being " cut up under tlie gallows," in conformity to th«, 
Words of the threat of Governor Ptctpn ; as sworn before th« , 
Privy Council) by Mr. Dawsod, of Liverpool, the owner of 
this slave, and by Mr, Dawson, Jun. The only fault alledgtid 
against this man was, that he was a runaaiay. None but the owner 
bad a ri^ht tb hhme such a conduct, if it had been true ; apd 
. on the contrary, the owner declares against his being a runaa/ayf_ 
for that he was «nly en the road coming from church ; and the 
punishment) of which he died, was not for the negro's fault,^ 
but), as stated in the words of Colonel Picton^ because Mr.. 
Dawson did not pay sixteen dollars for seising ihit innocenb, 
n^grtv and cOadiicting hioi to jail. 

, A fourth case is that of PierTe Warner. He was the slave of, 
Francis Macnamua, Esc^. and John Foulkes, owners.of the £s- 
Curial £ist3te. No criaw was alledged against this slave, but that 
be,al*o,wasa runaway. This was also the business of the own> 
ers, and not of the Governor i but Mr. Macnamata, like Mr- 
DaWaon, was not beloved by Colonel Ficton. Without pro- 
secution, and against the wish of Mr, Macnamara, this slave's 
cars were cut off, when he was shortly after seized with violent 
spasms^ his jawi being locked, and he died in less than an hou* 
after the Aperatiotii , . , 

rAktrcm is the fifth case before the Privy Council. He was 
banged by order of Governor Picton^ in the Spring of 1799*' 
fbr an alledged crime upon the high seas -, therefore, at iny iftte, 
not within the jurisdiction of Coltmcl Pioton, who at all evenU . 
hanged him without a trial, upon the voluntary declarati^s, . 
of the Captain of a vessel, made on oath, at Cariacou and Mar> 
tinique; aud which Captain, by his own confession, had killed 
and thrown everbeard two of his etew, who, with Alarcofl, . 
ht says, mutinied, insuhad him, and got drunk. 

The Clptain deposes, that ha left Alarcon in jail, at Cariacou^. 
an English Island, while he went to Martinique. Now^ it if 
clear, that a sailol could not be committed to jail in an EngfisK 
lilindj but by regulir procew b|^ore « Magistrate \ and no Mt- 
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■jistrate would have enlarged him, or have sent him on board 
again, if there had been sufficient ground, upon which to try 
him, for the crime alledged. His being allowed to leave the jail, 
bythiiMagistrateiWaSj^nmo/aciV, judicial evidence of the cliarge 
not being established before an English Tribunal : for no English 
Magistrate would commit.orenhrge, a prisoner ^t the inen; desire of 
any man : hut, after being thus sent away from CariacoUi not by any 
■writ of Habtas Ctrpuf, nor by any other legal authority, Colonel ■ 
Ficton, of his own will and pleasure, did what a British Magistrate 
would not do, he hanged Alarcofi without farther trial, and only 
uporf the declarations of the Captain, who, as before stated, had, 
by his' own story, killed two of his seamen ; and who therefore 
certainly had cause to apprehend the accusation of murder from 
ATircon, whe had thrsatened to charge the Captain with killing 
these people ; but -Alarcon being thus illegally executed, waa 
effectually prevented from accusing the Captain. 

The sixth caie is that of a Cvyacaret Indian, who was shot * 
without having undergone any other trial, excepting that dreadi ' 
ful trial of human fortitude, which Colonel Picton knew so well 
how to apply — the infliction of Torture. The expuse. Tor 
this illegal execution, was, Chat the boat (of \yhich this Indiap 
was patron, or Captain, in the present voyage) had, in the 
previous voyage, when the owner was with the boat, carried 
uvay three German deserten to the Spanish Main, This Indian, ' ' 
therefore, knew nothing concerning the alledged crime'; nor was. 
it, at any rate, a capital oi&nce. He was, however, put to the tor- 
ture for a considerable time, and more than once; and while being 
tortured, his life was repeatedly offered him upon l4ie condition tba{ 
be would accuse somebody of the crime, so lalseJy laid to his charge. 
He was not only innocent himself, but also ignorant who 
was guilty ; and though a false accusatian of any body else 
would have saved his life, he suffered the torture to the last ex- 
tremity, asserting his own innocence, and his total ignorance of 
the si%ir. No evidence did, or could, appear, to swear to apy 
concern this man had had' in the desertion of the toldiers : 
sikI yet Colonel Ptcton, who attended at the execution himr 
elf, finding this Captain deny all knowledge of the af^r^ ■ 
told hill), " Now '111 make you Know that yau curled them 
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Vtny ;" in4 waving hu h^ni, the unfi^rtupate Indian vrai im- 
mediately shot, ^d directly buried under the gallows. As tUt 
Guyacsree Indiani are a dittinguished race, (he Governor of 
'idargarita interested himself in behalf of this poor fellow ; and 
fcnC up a d'^P->t'=^ t*> ^ Gentleman pf Trinidad, with documents 
1» prove the i^nocenfe of the poor sufierer, by prpving, that the 
nan who was in fault had remained behind, imtead of going back 
'•jyith the launch, But tfe Colonel uttered soatf coane expres. 
•ions against the Spanish Commandant, saying, he would hang 
^n aito, if he poiild gM hold of him ; and that the documequ 
were ef no eofuequence, since the man was already executed. 
' The Heventli ease^ substantiated by evidence befoie the Privy 
Council, if the ca»e of CtUitino, whose only crime was getting 
drunt^ : and upon this occasiMi, in his drunken state, be made 
i disturbanoe about the door, and at length st^gered into tliq 
house, of an old Spanish womaoj called Perea:, making ■ musq 
there. Td get rid of him, she applied to the Peputy Commawd- 
ant to turn biro out ; but the drunken man being insolent, tbg 
Deputy sought for assistance; and not finding it at the Com^ 
mandant's house, applied at the Barracks for aome soldierS) who 
proceeded to fhe old woman's house, ^fhich, before their arrival, 
Celestino had left, and was found in the neighbouring house 0I 
a coloured woman. Celestino was, nevertheless, put into the 
stocks, from whence he wa? sent by the- Commandant to town, 
■with a letter to Colonel Picton, recpmmending him to send Ce- 
lestino off the Island as a troublesome pefson.— -The relations 
and associates of Celestinv, well-knowing thf seviriiy of Ct^cMXl 
Picton, apprehended the fatal consequences ; and requested kbe 
faster, for whom Celestino usually worked, (o go to the Gover- 
re in his behalf. This Gentleman arose from his 
lie was con^ned by lidkness, mounted his horie, 

town :-~the friends of Celestino anxiously hur- 

1 the mean time. But, in consequence qf tfai* 
irmity, hp was tardy in getting readys »nd dow 

in proceeding : ai^ having seven miles to ride, he could not 
travel with a rapidity equal to the promptness with whieb tfco 
Povemor executed his sentences ; for, instfad of Celestino'! b«T 
in| b^i^iifd at 'the ^quest of the Commandastt C$dpnel Pi^t^n 
■ ' " , M 
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•Jb^iiEfOune. Lo. 3 k«i tfoubliexoine mode of gettiag xi<l'«flwia| 
ihc event being announced on thp road to the horrprrStrucl( 
tputei, whole ears were assailed by the shrieks and UmenUtioftf 
tttnding. the air iiata the returaipg^ friends of the d^aried Cel^ 
xino, itiio was already hanged, and buried under the gallows, , 
. These are the seven caaes that have been subsUntiated upon oalhi 
before the Right Honourable Privy Coiuicil, not by documents, bM- 
^y ifoa coee e*ldence, which has very generally spread itself abroad. 

Colonel Picton, at Jirst, denied all as false and inalicious. He.theit 
louud:that he could sot support a contradiction of ihem; when b^ 
next resnrteil te the instructions of our mild ai)d mcKlful SovereiM 
forhisjustificaiiDn; but there also he found he could not staml.^ 
Then he attempted tojustify himself by the Spanish law, but thj* no* 
qtion was, equally untenable : and, lastly, he urged the neeasit^ o% 
the ^^ • but in no one instance has he been able to justify bintself 
qn the score of necfiiili/i for he has never proved, noican he prov^ ' 
^Dteesiitfjot such violations of every principle of justice butnw'iui^ 
divina. , 

. In addition to thete cases, he is charged with the torture, niutil*^^ 
tj^n, and death, of the following people, upon the absurd pretests *f- 
Senxry, Divinetioa, Witckcraji, aud the &ecl; Art, and poisoaing^ Ivt 
means of Chiams, vii. La Fortune, Aubinot, I^ouis Coar, Ls; 
Rose, Pierre Francois, Bou^oui, Leonard, Thisbe, FelixrAntoiae^^ 
Loaisson, TheoUste, Nicholas Julie. Manuel, Michel Gardon, io. 
■ephFauBtin; also for cruel severities inflicted on Benoi1,Py'ram^ 
.Petit George, Serpent, Elizabeth, liacbel, detained in prison u'ultr 
cucumstaoccs tantamount lo torture, although upon their iriaU j 
wjiich when fiuishcd, no evidence appeared to condemn thcai.-> - 
Bendel the cases of Yalta and Vouba^ mentigned in. my last Letter. 

Fo^rtem German wddiers were executed in 1?97, ait/.out trial-^ 
not for deserting, but only under the suspicion of altemptiag to dp* 
serl : and if tliey had deserted, whacould Lave been surprised at it ) 
for who would willingly remain within the reach of such a Comr 
mander, that couldcscapefiom the risk of such iiijusticeand cruelty? 

One case must be added here, which was given in to the Privf 
Council; but only one evidence being present, nothing was done 
Ihttein: anitther evidence arrived afiej-\i ards from Tiiiiidad, who 
could prove all the facts of the c^ise of Prtititt, a Negress belonging 
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to Mr-THittRiu ir«ia;r', merctiaDt. She Iwd htinaismihom hep 
owaet (ome time, bat wii brought in lome monthi after the capture 
of the Island. The Governor being at dinner at the time, Mr. 
Kennjr put off his application till next morning ; which, however, 
mw too kte, for *he wu hinged it sun-rise. No complaint was 
nutde from Mr. Kenny, the owner of this unfortunate slave ; and no 
man had a right to rob kim of his property, or the skvc of her lift, 
nnleM she had been charged and convicted of a capital ciimc; vAiei 
WM noJ tie eaie * . r 

As these case* are now before the public, I shall expatiate, in my 
Acxt Letter, upon thofc which I have not given at leiigth, and riiall 
^d some minvr, though not less melancholy, anecdotes of his Go- 
Ternment : 'nor will I neglect to mtke my commentaries upon the 
extraordinary proceedings that have been had recourse, to In the 
variotti and tedious stages of this protracted business, which I trust 
-will be no longer allowed to insult the British Public, whose feel- 
ings bavcbeen continually harrowed up fbr three years past by the 
distressing and unavailing cries tbr justice in this land, where, here> 
(ofore, it haibrcn boasted, that noun^ht was ever known bot an eqiial 
protection of the laws, and equal punishments, to the rich and to' 
the poor. — But such principles will no longer be the pride of Eng- ' 
lishmen, if torture is to be tolerated, and murder to be fnat;l(ed by 
aiilitary'* neccssiucs!" . 

Dec. 17, JB07. DECIVS. 

■ The twenty.nine caftf of peatii, unlanrully infiifled, >rc now made our, 
*■■■— Seien caft* proved before the Privy Council, the eighth w» the cife of 
PMbnti fouilecn German foUim.'ind seven exeouied for Soicerj ind Wilch^ 
•rait i aakiqet altoi«hef, 49 cspital cafes, iffidu thofe 0/ Toijuje awl Mu(il*> 
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LETTER VI. 



To THE EDITOR OF THE ANTI-JACOBIN REVlEf^i 

sm , ■ , 

' THE impositioQs which you have practised up6n the tubfic, in 
your attempt* to oonvey a convictioQ of the innocence of Colonel 
Ficton, having rendered it necessary to BUte, at length, the true na-' 
ture of his situation, by an explicit exposure. of the origin, the ne*, 
ccsutf , and the critnioal nature of the chaises which have been pre-' 
fttred against him ; I have been led to go more into his caae, than a 
in%rc answer to your very " origiaai" criticism required ; butld*' 
net think I have travelled out of it unwarrantably, if I have travelled 
•ut af it at al! ; and at any rate, I am satistied, that I have so far per' ' 
fiiimed a public duty, in undeceiving the world, in respect of the 
false impression, which it has been your study, because it was youf 
hitineii, to produce. However, when I recur to the Mcond put of 
your critique, upon the Polilical Aecoiml efTrmtdad; I peiccive M 
m&rked a difference in its lone, tsota that 'of your critique in youi ' 
September number, that it strikes me yon had ia the mean time 
teceiyed a hliit not to prOvokc, any farther, the reply which you 
bad a right to expect, and. which you have so far received. Your 
criticism in the October number, therefore, scarety merits attcn- 
tioQ, alter the stronger passages in which you have so palpabljr, and ' 
disgracefully, exposed yourself] for, in this last numh«r, you endas^ 
TOUT to soften down the feelings of those connected with Trinidad, 
by pretemting to coincide with them in opinion, that the prindplel 
ef the British Comtitution, which have so often, and so long, been 
violated there, ought nov to be extended to that Island. Since yoa 
eonaede so much, it is not even worth the little time, and ibe little 
trouble, that would be necessary to confute the cohtemptible ■tu'ff 
ypif havt advanced along with your concessions. But, as the advo> 
Ctte of Colonel Pictop, you have beert instructed ( and having re- 
Mired your bric^ and jour fee* you CoosiJer yourself bound to assert 

'and 
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tnA t» mtptndict, wliatcver he bu dlrectfd Jrou to UkA ind t» 
contradict, without any re^rd to trath. - Hence it it, that yoa 
impudentlj contradict the ordering away of Dun Juan PadilU ] and 
calculate upon being credited by tbc [uiblic. But liacc the late ex- 
potnre oF Colonel Picton'a mental reservation upon oath, and Ur. 
Lynch'a " tcanttaloni and unlbnntled affidavit^" I do not apprebetid 
&U the public are likely to be Credulous enough in future to bcliev^ 
any of those daring aslertions from them, or from you, th«t hate 
been too. often made upon the bold presumption, that however falfe, 
they ivovld not be eaijly refuted. Kence it is, you also imprudently, 
and falsely assert, that the proclamation, relative to the admission of 
lawyers, is mjEquoted in recpecC to Mr. Gloster. Bui, A toJHialeii'ta' 
and character, you can know but little, or nothing, of them, eicept- 
tng from your ea'surrii coadjutor : and even Mr. Gloster would die 
dain to receive a character from, or to. admit that his talents could 1)y 
any poSubHity be known to suei a person ; fiir though they were bora " 
in the fzmt Island ; and notwithstanding whatever an illiberal and a 
'Censorious world nlay h^ve unjustly said of the parentage of the onct 
yet theundeaiablehaseiiessofthebi'iginof'ibeoTher, asevinfced by hit' 
taile htr, must have precluded bim in those countries from 'all' io* ' 
ciety with gcotlemeo, and even from the Bocietyof •akilrmeiiitflie' 
nett inftrior tlnss ; so that ie cannot «fii tmlh have given you atiy 
meapi of judging, either of the talents or character of this 'CrcA 
. Attoro<yrGeneraT ; nor is it of rhurh Coneequehci th'at he should be ' 
knowp to ^014; but a proper opportunity shall be taken (if ihtro- * 
ducing a knowledge of such talents, and such a character as bs does ' 
|u)ssess, to higher, if not to better persons than yourself. ' 

As'l aril tired of your critique, however '* triginat jam 
nigy thjnk it is, upon the " Political Account of Trinidad," I ' 
»h:i!l h^ien to get done wiih it, in order that I may be no longtf 
" shackled," according lo Don Chris'ophe de Kohlcs, " with th* 
formt and proertding^" of a regular reply; though 1 mult con fcss« 
tliiit I have departed fiom such strict&es*, when the points, which 
you criticised, were ofsufflcieritimpoitance, to justify me in dilathif 
upon them. I shall now, however, hurry ovci what remains. Yo* ' 
notice the depttWure of Mr. Wood (an honourable Member 6(^ hfil ' 
Majesty's Council of the Bahamas), and wish to reprnent, that tfrC'' 
graatinghira the occujiancy of a lot, to ih Juct him ta $\a,ft iiiStea*' 
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•f gniag X tacit reproach to ?icton by going awa.f , was an act of 
*' luDdness and encouragement." But, thoiigti ,vmi cannot iinder> 
stand it, I tell you, that this did really more disgust, tban conciliate, 
Mr> Wood : for tbe administration of Colonel Picton was. so uncoa* 
Mitutional, so unprincipled, and >o unpopi^ar, that the eflbrt to 
conciliate upon this occatlon was so uanatural, it excited disgustt 

instead of conciliation ; and tbe event was, that tbe inflncnce of such 
an attempt at conciliation was not successful ; for the dread of ty- 
ranny returned, and drove this settler away, and prevented many 
hundreds of other settlers from going to Trinidad. 

You slate, that persons, ovgrwhom neither prejudice, habit, nor 
even interest, bate any influence, have opposed the establishment of 
the British Constitution in Trinidad, and you mentton Mr. Jame< 
Stephen. Who is Mr. Stephen } He is the friend to the coloured 
people in tbe West Indies. So far ^e is a good roan ; and thero- 
fore it is, ibal your coloured coadjutor, from Antigua, has prompted 
you to pufF him off, at the ezpence of the libertiei and privileges 
of your fellow-subjepts in Trinidad. It is a striking incongruity, 
nquinng eiphnation, that Mr. Stephen should argue in favour of - 
enfranchising the slaves, and of disfranchising his fellow-subjects ; 
■nd Equally admirable, that he should argue against cruelty in the 
African Societf , while he will even go out of his ordinary practice 
to receive fees in tbe Court of King's Bench, to uphold the con. 
duct of Colonel Picton, who has inflicted torture upon women and 
children,— who stands charged with having banged ptople without 
trial, and with having burnt living, as well ai dead, people under tbe 
pretext of witchcraft! 

-How can you,ecrn with the aid of your coloured friend, explain 
iBcfa apposite lilies of conduct in tbe same person ? or bow can 
y»ur coloured assistant reconcile it to himself,, to afford jfou his as- 
BWtance, in defence of crimes, that have been committed upon a race 
of persons, to whom he is, nataralli/, lo nearly allied ? Your tawny 
friend is called upon to e:plua for Mr. Stephen and himself. I 
expect you will make a great parade of protests against such person, 
alities ; but it will ayaU you very little ; for profeisions of liberality 
will be' presented with as bad a grace by you, as the Governor was 
by a Noble-Lord; since your writings are as much distinguished 
in their liberality, as bis Lordship ii for his humanity. Yeur com- 
! F pUiat 
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plaint ni>ftn a point of (bia sort is trnly iQclfcrous. Ydu tWnV, 
die " ■mhile viaik and blackball," of our aurimr, arC " urisparmg- 
> ^" deah out ; and 1 suppose yoil think they are dealt out unjustly 
too. Why, indeed, if it were (rue, that any body, beiides yourtclf, 
had dealt in " ic/iile misA ami bhch ball," and in the manner yon 
have described, I ibotrld be of opinion, ih«t it had been wrongly 
distributed : for, to' " bespatter" Cover nor. Pic (on and hit friends, it 
to send coils to Newcastle. B>it, I think, a fittle " trAiie moah" would 
be an excellent application to your Antigonian coadjutor, if it could 
be so effectually applied, as to banish, from the recollection of thdse 
who knew him, whatiis trae colour is ; or, if it could even make us 
forget the real eoloiir of bis jiolitics ; which I doubt that we shall 
«v*r forget, while we remeruber the magnitude and itrength of the? 
ancient mansion from which he derives his surname. Should this 
Paper 'reach Port Glasgow, I think this passage, will excite a 

smile, even from Captain F- rie of ihat place, who, I understand/ 

has a dreadful aversion to snwTe e»er since histoyagelo Trinidad, — ' 
This person was a respectable commander of a merchant ship, and 
was abused by Governor Picton for derivering. a letter to a. friend in' 
Trrnacfiid, tyhich had been committed to his charge by a fViend" 
»n Glasgow ; all letters being ordered to' he fifst brought ta the Go- 
vernor. -FoiLthis simple act. Governor Picton threatened him wilb 
the gallows, which excited a' " smiJe oS wonder and contempt"' 
from th« insulted, biit innocent. Captain ; and, in return, this called' 
forth ihe rage of the Governor, who exclaimed, " late care icieyva' 
tlare losmle ;" at the same time, pointing to three poor victims of hi* 
vengeance, just then hanging, be tohltlie Captain, " to beware lest hd 
aheiiU /ncreest l/ie numler." Of course the Captain ceased \o smilt, 
and wuB told by his friends, (hat he was in great luck that he did* 
net also cease to livt. 

Sush anecdotes as these prove more than volames of argumcDts', 
that all tbis manV conduct wan the wanton savageness of bis natare.' 
This sanguinary and cruel sportiveness of mhid was erinced on 
almost every occasion ; for besides the cases before mentitined, in' 
wliicb he annoyed the living Pierre Francois, by laying upon the- 
burning faggots a* his feetf the headlefs trunk of Bouqui ; be also' 
annoyed Thisbc, befoK her execution, by the presence of her husland;' 
addingChcippuhcnrioDSofbiiaxccutfonU) theteirorsof her own ;^ 



:.,Googlc? 



43 

to pcevent wblcli she died, declaring his iauocence ; and this poot 
nwB Felii was ordered to stand by, and see his unfortunate wife 
' haoged, beheaded, and burnt ! La Fortune was alw esccuted in the 
■ame ma;iner, at the same time, a.&er having been detained so long 
in j?il as to be dying by inches, 80 that he was so weak he could not 
w^lk. This Joijg detention in jail was greatly aggravated by the 
cruel njode of confiijement ; for Michael Gordon, who was haag- 
ed under tbe same absufd pretext of sorcery, was previously ea/f 
fined upon his lack during six whole maiilhs in one continued poilwe. 
Such cruel treatment, occasionally i>aticd by the infliction of torture, 
rendered life not worth preserving ; and therefore the poor wretchei 
willingly said, or signed, or acknowledged, any thing proposed t». 
them, that could terminate, by execution, their Ipng continued su^. 
fcrings ; nay, did not Thisbc say, when going to nieet her death, ibat- 
it was. "only as a drink of water to what she had already endured !" 
Jt was a part of this cruel Goveroor's plan, according to the advice 
ofhis Catifolic friend De Rob]es; to make himself dreadful lest he 
Bhould " ie despised," What a despicable opinion must hit &ienil 
hjive had of him, to induce such advice ? and how despicable must 
b» not have been in his own opinion to adopt such advice i But he 
determined to be feared, as he could not be loved ; and he therefore 
pr9longed the su?eni>gs of the dead, in the meiTKiries of the living, 
by exposing upon pikes, on the sides of the roads going from the 
town, tJ>e heads of the people executed. 

By such means he certiiinly succeeded in preventing himself from 
bping epenli/ despised, vihilp he viis avotpedlj/ dreaded' for by his 
punishing these poor people for the supposed exercjse of supernatural 
P9wers, tbe negroes were taught to believe in diabolical agency, and 
in his power to resist it ; and they were therefore equally afraid of 
binj, and of the heads of these victims of his infernal policy. But, 
conceive to yourself the situation of the European Ladies, who used 
to frequent the?c r9ads for exercise oecessary to preserve their health. 
None could venture abroad while such exhibitions lasted : and a| 
if, with the intention, to feast his mind on such objects, at tbe sam« 
tinif that he exercised bis body, thb Governor constantly took bi« 
morning and evening ride where he could behold them. 

Upon jinisihng my last letter, I adverted to the plea of necessity 

y^igh he urged for tbt severities of his governfnent. 1 ask you, 

F 2 what 
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wbkt necessity can be pleaded for such a syttem as tins ^ and ir sot- 
dien bad mutinied, or private individuaU HAD m iscoo ducted them - 
mItcs, they ought not to have been executed without a trial. But 
there were no soldiers 'accused, nor ereeuted for mutiny ; nor were 
there any negroes accused, nor executed for insurpection. Howcoold 
executing such people without trial prevent desertion or mutiny ? or 
how could torturing iromen and children, and burning men and wo- 
men for witchcraft, prevent mutiny and insurrection ? Would not such' 
sfaamerul and cruel conduct be more likely to excite mutiny among the 
troops, and insurrection among the negroes, thanto preserve tranquil- 
lity and safety ? GovemorFiaonhaalaboured to give an impression, 
that much was to be dreaded from French emissaries in Trinidad; but, 
the only Frenchman who he sacrificed, in order to render himself 
dreadful, rather than be despised, was Jean Baptiste Richard, whose 
trilling lautt was formerly slated, and who, at the time ofhis execu- 
tion, exclaiinad— " King George did not send Governor Picton here t* 
hang us up lilce dogs, but chaqucun a ton lour." He might as 
well have banged up Mr. Beggorat [the gentleman who advised liie 
torturing of Louisa Calderon}, because he was the hrothcr-in-latv of 
Jean BapUite Olivier, who was condemned to be hanged for treason 
at Grenada. It ii true, that i/Ae had hanged Mr. Beggorat, as was 
oace inliis contemplation, he would have'been less despised, for it, 
though he would have been less dreaded by innocent people, than 
he was for hanging Richard : and yet I should have conceived such 
a measure, either from a desire to be loved or feared, very unjustifia- 
ble : and, as far as I know, also as unmerited, as wai the death of 
Richard. This plea, of the necessity for such unparalleled severities, 
fell to the ground, when it was proved before the Right Honourable 
Privy Council, that there was no mutiny in the garrison — no tumult 
in the town — nor any insurrection in the country : that the Courts 
were alwap open — the prisons were secure— nor was Martial Law 
ever declared. There w:is not even the- shadow of excuse for the 
conduct he adopted, unless u|ion the score of tbe advice of Don 
Chrislophe de Robles. But, as he could not cxcjte the love, he de- 
termined to command the fears of the inhabitants ; therefore, the only 
necessity, he can make out, is the necessity of being_/toreai in order 
to avoid being demised. 
• ■ This hero of The Tngedy of Trimdad is not a well ca« character i 
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he is wicked; but he ii not accompli'ihed in hii Mickediiesc, Wlirti 
he wsR taking these h»t tcord) out of the mouth of his <lec«nte<.l 
Cuholic adviser, he should have taken care, to put into his moiitk 
leu exceptionable terms; such ad rice might tend to Wufr such a 
horrible mode of governing, but it ilid notJutH/y it. The natUiV; and 
coueqiience of such advice is a nscfut Icseoii to men in power, to 
keep themselves independent of those about them, who are too fond 
ef giving advice : and it is an answer to your silly remarks concern^ 
hig West India Chancellors : fur, you say, there is nothing liditiilous 
in a soldier acting the part of a Chancellor, becatne the case is ex- 
plained on both sides by legal advocates. You ought to have saiili 
that, the cate, even if made out right on one tk\f, is sure to be dis* 
torted on the other ; as only one can be right, and therefore thi- 
arguments of the other must be wrong ; and as both endeavour to 
persuade the Chancellor, how is he to decide whose opinion he ought 
to take, if he be no lawyer himself? For instance, must not tli« 
arguments which Mr. Stephen is yet to deliver, in favour of torturfi 
tend to induce a wrong decision from our Judges, if they were not 
lawyers, capable, as they are, of sifting his soph ill i cat ions ? for hi* 
arguments must be the morefujal to trulh, the more he enforces thdnl 
by his ingenuity.— and, indeed, liis client has not done wisely In 
choosing a man, to advocate his cause, who, in his lieart, abhors the 
cruelly of hit conduct. 

You say, as to West India Chancellors, that an honest man of 
good understanding can easily distinguish right from wrong. If we 
take Colonel Picton as an example, your argument is unsuccessfill ; 
if we take yourself, it is equally so ; for that he has done wrOng in 
his government is proved in too many Instances ; and that you hj.V6 
done wrong, in asserting what he has done to be right, is also evi- 
dent. What are you both, then, who hLive so badly distinguished 
I between riglitand wrong? U» you pretend to be " honest men 
viilA good understandings," or honest men ivithoul good undemtiindi 
ings; or have you good understandings without honesty? As to 
yourself, you cannot pretend to much understanding, if you believe 
in the necessity for the exercise of his cruelties ; nor can you pretend 
to much lioneity, if you defend them, not believing in the necessity 
that he pl«idR. 

But however he may iiersuadc, or you may be foolish enough to 

believe 
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lieliwe ill the necejsity for such an unpreceileated mode of governing 
under the British flag, it is fortunutp for the Colony of Triniflad, 
gratifying to the Sidmouth Administration, 9n4 bigbly honourable 
(o the character, of Cotonel-Fullarton, that be CQuld neither bc be- 
trayed, nor forced, into a parti ci;>atioi) of such measjurai ; for'tt i*» 
notenough, that Colonel FullartoQ had no intention towards, and 
^voidd not encourage a retrospect ; more was evidently required ^f 
him, to preseroe peace with Colpnel Picton, than Colonel FuUarton 
i;ould. or would, ssiprifice; for it certainly never wa* in Colonel Ful- 
larcon's prospective plan, to allow psop)e to be banished without 
cause assigned, impiiaoned without .specifi^tiun of ofience, and 
hanged without tria] ; and as this tjiode of governing )vould b>'Ve 
feeen a tacit reproach to [he preceding '* mild^ets" with which, ac- 
(lording to your opinion. Colonel Picton Unipcnd Spanish severity, 
■with BnlUh mtrcj/ ! the Governor anticipated the reproacb of hu- 
manity : and by his consequent outrageous conduct, made it.neces^ 
Rary that Colonel Fijllarton shopld resist Colone) Pipton'f modes of 
governing ; and, tberctbre, he specified the measijreis ii) which he was 
determined not to participate, ngr to permit to be continued. But 
Colonel Picton was not secretly accused. The charges ag^nst him 
vere not privately jent home- Colonel Fullarton openly read the 
eharges against him in his presence, and before the Council of (he 
}sland. What is the condnctof officers when pbarges are preferred 
»gainst them ^- tio they n(.t demand a trial ? But ha^s np[ Cplonet 
Picton continually resorted, to every njeans, honourable or diattonour* 
able, just or unjust, to avoid a trial .' and )ia4 he not, with the aid of 
such friend? as yourself, privately traduced, and publicly libelled, 
every person connected with the Ifland, wl]0 hp knew [o be ad* 
verse to lii; obnoxious conduct? thereby expecting to deter the 
quiet, the cautious, and the timid, depending fqt the rest upon hif 
daring ^efomations, an<I w'clied fabrications. As one instance of tho 
latter, I ne»l give no other proof thun hh endeavouring to get Co). 
Kullartbn recalled from Trinidad, by fal»cly stating in an otlkial 
letter, that Colonel Fullarton was a in slate oCpqsiliiie insqaili/ ; and if 
a respectable Gentleman, officially intrusted with Colonel FuUar- 
ton'a dispatches, had not at this moment fO opportunely arrived, this 
base falsehood would have answered the purpose ; for Colonel Ful- 
tai'ton would Iiave been ordered to be sent l^omei as " the Minister, 

Vpsuspes 
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Dnauipecting that party spirit could possibfy be ca/rted so far, li*;I 
tmineda person to lucceed" hhn ; and the Messenger who took tli< 
letter to the King, advising hiirt (o name the successor, was only 
stopped at Buckingham-house'." Fortunately for the people of 
Trinidad, this daring wickedness vnS defc]ited ; and, in the mean 
time, Colonel Plcton was ordered by Gfneral Grinfield to leave th< 
Island, which he took care to effect secretly, and in t>)e dead ot 
tb: nights 

The secrecy and promptneis of his departure were consistent wi(h 
tlic secrecy of bis cruel motives, and the promptness wiih which hfl 
executed them.. You notice (his event with that *' eonvenkat ambi- 
guity'' ' which y*u so readily attribute to others : but in Speaking of 
the two addressc* to Colonel Picton, and Colonel Fullarton, yon 
carefully omit to stale the different degrees oftheir popularity in the 
Island^ Bs evinced by Colonel FulUrton's address being signed by 
more than four times the number of British aubjects that aubscribctt 
to the address for Colonel Picton, besides the long list of foreigncn 
and free coloured people. 

Von have compfained of " convenient atrtbiguities" in seteral of 
yoOr [liscussions upon this subject, Tnd upon occasions, when, what 
appeared to you to be ambiguoas, of What you pretended was ao, 
. \(as nothing more than a backwardness, to enter, too early, and toa 
furty, into arguments, upon fatts, that were expected to come under 
judicial InTcstigalion ; 6ut yOo are now bereft of every opportunity 
xa complain of ambiguity, in the statements and argtjmeilts (hat 
I have' faid' befiirc the public ; for you must acknowledge (hat I havs 
been plain antleSpficit enougft. — You say, that you give " a de^ 
•ided preference to appeals to the public throiigh the medium of the 
Tress." So shall I, whenever the politics of a Cabinet may shut m(f 
out from the justice of the Courts. — And you shall find, that /also 
•• value the Freedom of ihc Press too highly to aacritict it to thff 
(Tread <Sf personal inconvenience." Rut Colonel Picto'n is neiilrerof 
yotfr Dpi. lion, nor of mine; for lie has tried to suppress the Liberty 
pf the Press in England, as he did in Trinidad ; and he isagaversS 
td go to trial himself, as he Was to afFord a trial to- those who her 

• These iie ttie very words of Ihe comraiinieatinn ijwiie to Colonel Fiillar- 
lan by llie abovemenUoncit oflicial gcmlemin, <bied r^th Mnv, i^a] ; nf ivlilcif 
toloiiol EiiHanon madr no secraj i* the asloaisfiri Coloii)-, 
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la tl)«g>lly eiecuted. You \hvk also fquRtl, that «ur Editor valaei 
tbe Liberty ofilic Pros as higlily as you do, and'ilreads a.a liitle 
sny personal inconvenience. He feels with exultation ^at he ii ' 
not in Trinidad ;-— nnd he knows that Rtilish Jurymen will uot for- 
get how to calculate the value of the Liberty of the Pre*s, while 
they teittember, that li[>on the pmtectlou of the Press, and the pre- 
lervHtion of the Trial by Jury, all their other Liberties depend. . 
l)tc.?5, rBS7- DECIUS. 



LETTER Vir. 



TO THE EDITOR OF THE ANTUJACOniN REVIEJr. 
SIR, 

J. MIGHT now close my account with you, on the part of ih? 
Autlwroflhe " Political Account 'of Trinidad," leaving you the 
Cpnsolation of calckiUling the advantages which you may derive from 
the nudity of the new utuatian in which you, and the group with 
tvhotn you have associated yourself, now appear tn the Public. Bui 
s«, in defenceofmy friend, I have, in some measure, also performed 
a public duty, by exposing a system nf de^tinm, cruelty, and in- 
justice, unparalleled on the records of British Governitient, and 
in the annals of British history ; and, of which, as a system 
Ibat is disgraceful to human nature, you have endea^voured 
to ex<ite tlie public disbelief; 1 shall, tiierefore, endeavour to 
tom|)lctE the perfonr.atice of the public duty, upon which 1 have so 
ftr enteral ; and shall keep up my correspnndenve with you, in or- 
tler to tuke an occasional retrospect at those numl>ers of your Ke^ 
\iew, which you have disgraced witb remarks, that you were obliged 
to g» out of your way to introduce, under ^c title of the " Pictooiaa 
prosecution ;" although no publication,. under such a title, was ever 
given to the public, or to you, which sufficiently profes the offi- 
ciousncss or venality of your interference. I shall also continue 
my address to you, from a hope arising out of ihe concluding para- 
graph 
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grapk of yoiir September number, which is Indeed bnt a fiiiot faope, 
that you may yet be brought to a lenie of your former faults. 

' In my last Letter 1 requested to know, whether you pretead to 
honesty and good understanding, or to either of them, and to which 
of the two ? I'his paragraph of your Review looks like a pretence 

' to both, and perhaps it i> a step towards t/otir recantation. But thia 
passage is now berore the public. The pait you have already acted, in 
what you have called the " Pictonian Prosecution," is now public 
enough. What you may dp hereat^r will be strictly noticed, and 
freely commented upoa ; and the pubfic will be enabled to apprv 
date your honesty and your understanding. The " dt^culty" and 
'* paiafalness" of your task, upon this occasion, .every one will con- 
cede to you, who knows how much falsehood ypu had to varnish, 
and how many crimes you had to cover. If it be true, that you ■ 
mean in future to be " actuated saieif by a hue af truth," you must 

• not merely '' disciaim," but you must pretie, that you have " w 
ipurioHs mMhes i" and either perform your promise of ielf-comc« 
lien, or subject yourself to the continued '^ reproach of a mtful dii^ 
rrgard lo truti," If you had not professed to be well informed itt 
the a^irs of the government of Trinidad, "from papert and dtai- 
tkents," some excuse might have been made for you on the score of 
ignorance; and, indeed, even now, some excuse may siill be made, 
though it must be at the expence of the little nnderatanding yon so ' 
greatly value ; for you know, that you did oot obtain any *■ ftaptn 
end dacumtnti'' from Col. Fuliarton, and that all the "* paper* and ■ 
document)," wlKch you have seen, were obtained- from Cbl. Picton ' 
aod his party ; and therefore you have condemned your .pretensions 
to impartiality by deciding upon such ei pafte evidence. It was no 
pTQof of your honesty, nor of your good, understanding, lo decide 
up«n such principles ; nor of your knowladge of mankind, to eXT* 
pect, that all the world, upon hearing only one side of the qneitioi^ 
w«uld go dong with you to brieve, that Colonal Fuliaiton it 
wicked, against whom not one charge is pieferred, and -tkalCotoncl 
Keton ii innocent, against whom ao many horrid cbarges have besq - 
jinmeJ by double their number of witnesses.' 

-But "frim wio/ertfj-eBKiei; nn>y *aiie«KM«t,'' that you have per- 
formed yout task wiih such palpable partiality^ you have n»w no 
pretext for such decisions in future ; for ypqnow Icuow lonuthtng, 
,■■'■. 9 , 'and 
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and you Bhall kncnr itill more, of the black side of Colonel Ptctsn's 
conduct' Among allthe *' ■eariou) papen and doeamtnts put in your 
poisiuion in lie Pictonian. Pmecution," he was never able to furnub 
yoa witk one tingle proof of any. dangcTi from wifliln,or from with-- 
out, tbtf threatened, in the least <}egfee, oj at any time, the tranquJIr 
IkytndthesMety of the colony ; ^d yet it is pretend;edby hissup- 
pottera, that he preserved the Colonj/ ! and that the Government and 
tbeoountryovehtmmacb on that score. But this is all a falw far 
blication, contrived to impOK upon big Majesty and th^ public. He 
iwidter prewrved the colony against internal nor external dangei— 1> 
There never wajanydanger—ribit^ere never was ^n enemy ; aad if 
fhere had been any cnenties, bi| crifel coi^duct was more calculated 
to encreate their number^ by exciting de^rtions and intCTnal coqt 
^radef , (ban |a preaerve tbe colony : and [be only m^ns of dpr 
fence demised during his government, and partly executed at a great 
«Speiice,' waa4 proof, that he knew better how to contrive instru^ 
nent* of torture, and cr)iel exeauliooB, than to c«n struct fortiii<;a- 
tioiu, or to execute plai^ for t^e defence of the Island. He caused 
a tower to be erected above the towp, and be called it| in honour 
of Uie coontry t^at had the ditgrare of liis birth, S(. David' t Tawcr I 
lb truth, he orould have done less harm to the colony, and niore 
konottT to St, David, if he bad planted a garden of leeks there : foe 
ft»% tower, which vas intended by him as a tower of defence, will 
certMiply be the meatig of destroying the town, \vbenever an enemy 
■ball attack the Island, if St. Diayid's Tpwer be not demolished in 
fbe mean (imo, a| it ought to be, for the safety of the colony. 

When tht: French fleet threatened the Island, since Ait ncetumat 
fight, the present pirn mending officer abandoned this tower as un- 
teoaUt, apd was obliged to reipove all the ammubition from the 
nagaxine below ; for this tower immediatdy cominands the maga- 
zine, aad if gained by the aneiny, from. the land ^de, of course the 
nagazioe would be lost with it ; qnd notbing could be easier, as 
tbis tower 1% also cpmmand)ld by higber ground. Vpon ibis eleva- 
tion dfo, the fowidation of another tower was laid ; but this was 
(pund tob^ q/m cwmtnandedY and thereferp the foundation of a lAirtf 
wsa begM ; but. thai w«f aln commanded : and so badly chosen 
was this place fbrtbej^rpAse of fortificatipn, that the positions were 
so 60miinBd«4 by one height above ^ot^cri_t(i mfh a distance, u 
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reader^ a perfect line bf fortification impotaiBle toSBicdDniplii6tdi 
«B(t, therefore, tbb plan of fbrtificmtion was, tt lait* totaUy idin* 
quished M impnctiCable : >o that the firtt tower wUdi lUi^revUuI 
Colonel ever erected is now abuidoned to St. EMvid, and -the wild 
Itionkiet, who Will remain in qfiict pauCnioH of tUi ditgraoefiil m^ 
• nuncnt of his military ignorance, until an caemy (h«ti obtain .it. 
who will consequently be enabled thereby to drive the inhabitutf 
■frttm the town ! This wai the only attempt he evcrmade topretem 
the Island £K«m an eacmy, who, fortunately f«r the colonyi nevcc 
Xl^eireit, nor ever threatened an invaaion, nOfwithatanding all the 
motives there were to a revengeful attatik f rOm the Spani^ M«a, a^ 
nrellas an insurrectiod in the Island : for instead of preserving the 
irtand, it has ofian been a matter of aatonishment, diat his crudtiqt 
did not roUae the people to rise upon hiifi ; utd no^ one can deny* 
4hat in sflch an event, if he took care to picservc hinu^ while ihg 
troops quelled the iiwurrection, he would rAen.have been aMe to say, 
'that the Island hlul been in danger, though be were the canke of it; ' 
and that the Island was preserved daring his government ; thtnigh la 
hh m*Je o/^ gtoemmg the loss of the l^nd ftould justly hlye been 
■ttribntabk, if such an event had bapfieQed. Bot no sudi opportu- 
nity, for claiming the nverit of preserving the f iland^ contd be hrou^t 
about by all hit ingenttky, added to his dnidty : in troth, his plaa 
was too cruel to sAcceed, even upon his own principles ;' kx ha coo- 
duct waii so onnatuRtlly dradftil, thfft the spirits of the people wiko 
com[detely broken. Do ybtt call this his nurilmaut preaavatiwi of 
the Island ? Me would have rejoiced in nibdntag a foe, ti^ongh 
raised by his own plans, rathvr than not to have Iwd iudi a 
pretext fot being called the^reMrDn- of Aecolony. He certtfidy 
gave every opportanjty, if the people bad been disposed, M niHfri 
rsictlon ; for, on the IZtK of Februry 1893', he bsued ordetS,lB-Atf 
mnitary officers under bis cotnmjuid, to rcfase all aid aikt- pUf 
tection to the civil government, and to the inhabitants. This was 
certainly affording an opportunity for tumillt and disot^r i and had 
any mischief occtlrrcd, he woald, no dofibt, havt stept in', after the 
country had become luftciantli/ endaagered, and, with miltlary facce 
at his command) he mtght have laved (he cofony, so as le gire *Kn 
luch afahr. colour to bts priterting pretensions. 
His conduct towards the Spaniards on the Mann «U eijmlty caj^ 
Gt cnlate^ 
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culated tO tiiate a revengeful attBck, and to intetnipt, and prev^olf 
tii«tcoraiiitrdtIiiitercoiir£e,.wbich it ought rather to bave%4iea bd 
'stiiAf la fkoratke' The peopk od the Spanish Main wefe mora 
'Wiffitfg ta trade with Trinidiidi than to aonoy ibe trade, or disturb 
the tranquillity, of that Iilind : but Governor Picton, forgetful of 
tlie true intercats of his country, and regardless of the national clu^ 
ractlsr' also, sacrificed every thing to the plan of reodeiing bimseU 
'Jriadful, ht ardtr nottoie debited ; and therefore be eitended bis oro* 
ties, even beyood the limits of his governmeiit; and, as he foolt^ly 
boosted in hiSftddiess'to the Privy Council, he ^' carried alarnf inlotkt 
heart of Sfidfki South America /" Yet be pretends that this wasthf 
mbanS of proemng the colony, instead of preserving it by keeping 
lip a friehdly understanding with the peacefully disposed neigbbottr^ 
iilg settlements; or by eneoura^ng a liberal commercial intefeourse^ 
'Add thereby rendering the cession of Trinidad a source of vrealtbt 
insteWl «f alarm, to the opposite shores. He telle the Privy Coun- 
cil^ that he seril such an alarm into the very heart of the Continents 
fhat the Sjnniih CommandanC offered 20,000 dollar* for his head ; 
tbti(|by'hit tiwniccotiQtg'p^viD^, that his dreadful conduct induced 
a reward to be offered td those wtto woukl attack the Island, and 
bring off bis bead. Which, then, are We to believe ; that sucb 
a conduct tetided mbre to preserve the Island or to endanger i^i 

■ It' is" timing day-liglit" to argne the qaestion.— ^Did the ere- 
■Cktion of the ^iniard, calltd AlaTcOn, fi>r a crime alledged to be 

■ mmihitted xm the high seas, tend to preserve the Island ? Mu|t 
DOt the tortuTimg of the Spanish sailors of a trading If unch, and the 

' cffbirion. of the t'nnecent Guyavaree Indjan, excite revpnge io. tlf« 

■ tewtinental iieighbourhood, destroy their ooniidence in tbe TiinidiHl 

■ Gmerameot, and preifcnt the commercial intercourse, which it had 
■, been tbe objfcct of the British Governtnent to promote, by an order 
■of CoaDcBioWe for that purpose ? But* as though he were deiirout' 
Ho lezHua doubt of his having produced effects so contrary tp 

■a)xil . be tttight l« have produced, be aroirt, that he " carried 
: a/atta iiiie iha very heart of Spaniih South Atncrica ; and, it u true, 

■ thst be qt Jcftst £d his utmost to produce suob an effect, upon varioifs 
. ©«a»ion»^ for, in addition to his illegal sev(;ritie» in the Island, he 

. ejLtended them to places where there were no apprrfieosions of hji 
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IJpOn one occa^oti he coniiscated a car^o of cattle. fiom A'ugdf^ 
■tura, consigned by one Pinatelli of that place, to MomUur L«zarrt 
iaTriaidad ;. which csntiscatton was contraTy tothe instructioas 6S 
ilr. Dundss, dated ath April 1 797. Upon othe.c occasions, he sen* 
.armed vessels and forces, to commit depredations upon the Spanish 
Main. .Thu9i when his mind could not devise mischief at home, 
bis active disposition contrived cruellies abroad. He p^tended, that 
bad subjects had left the Island, and had settled upon the continen^i 
If this were true, he ought to have rejoieeil at getting rid of therO, 
instead of desiring to bring them back ; but that was not accordant 
. to bis disposition ; they bad escaped bis power, without feeling bin 
venieaaee: and the tacit reproach to ^i* mode of governing, by 
preferring to Wit even under a Spanish government, , was a crlmtf* 
i;i kis catalogue, to be marked bjrhis severest resentment. He, there* 
fore sent an armed force to tbe peaceable »ettlemenl *hich some co- 
loured people liad betn allowed to mate on tbe shore of the Cor)^- 
tineoti The male inhabitants tied up into the ^ country, upon the 
two English schooners anchoring near their habitatioDJ, and they 
carried with them, as himself declares, "alarm into the very heart 
of Spanish South America." But that was not alt the evil of.tbl^ 
unjustifiable expeditiori. The poor females, among whom wa« a 
Madame Dehin, togetbqr \Vitfa tbe .children, were dragged frorp 
their habitations, to glut the'revgnge of the disappointed Governor) - 
who, it was expected, would be furious at the escape of tbe unhappy 
busbaqds. and fathers of these helpless and innocent prisoners. -r- 
But a merciful Providence prevented the exeUcisSof those torture^, 
•Old- cruelties, to whith these defenceless victims were doomed, if 
they had arrived ; for, as it has been well described elsewherei 
** they were put on board an insuf^cient vessel, and pertsbed In ti 
^ulph, where hurricanes were never known !" — Equally unjustifi- 
able, and equally irritating to our Spanish neigbbours, was his con- 
duct .towards Estetan Diiliois, a Spanish planter, on anothef part of 
the Continent.^ This gentleman remonstrated with two sailors of an 
English privateer, who had pursued, to theshore, a Spaniard who 
had escaped from the privateer by swimming, after having been 
_ forced on board, at Trinidad, to pilot the privateer on a predatory 
•xpedition against his own countrymen. The remonstrance had 
its effect upon his pursneri, who relinquished iheir unjust pfeten- 
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■i«Ba to tbis imn : buti on bearing the stttrft CoveroAr Kcton cent 
ft tufficient force to aeize Dtttoii, tbe Spanish pbuter, who, m.ftet 
bdog dragged from bia houR to the ve»e], wbenee be had iht 
cruel mortilication of leetng h!> house and ptaotation tn flame*, vns 
conveyed to Trinidad, and there be wa* inlpHwaed during on* 
year eight monthi and seventeen days ; at the end ofwbicb period. 
. instead of being allowed to return to lecnttivate his land, and to re-' 
trieve his unmerited losses, he was put on board an English vessel, frotfi 
whence he made his escape, but has never yet received any redrew. 

Such were the means by which he conlrived to send " alarm 
into the very heart of Spanish South America !"— But, I asV, were 
these measures calculated to preserve the Island of Trinidad ? M Was 
it not rather very natural, that 30,000 dollars should be blfered t» 
those who would attack tbe Island, and bring away the head of tbit 
British tyrant? who could not be ^tisfied with, tbe cruelties be 
exercised within his own government, but extended them to the 
peaceful districts on the neighbouring coasts. What pretensions^ 
then, has this man to be considered as tbe saviocb of tbe Idandi 
It is the most hlae &bricatian that ever was imposed upon a King, 
or Xhit ever was played off upon tbe credulity of Ministers ; and 
It must be for ever deemed so, until this Governor can bring (oz*- 
ward a well spectiied case, proving, beyond doubt^ tbe danger of tbe 
Island while under bis government, and the proper steps he took to 
defend and preserve the colony. 

Butt something mors specific than the gallimaufry ot declama* 
tion, abuse, and adulation, which he presented in his address ts 
Ministers, will be required by the public, who wilt be found less 
credulous than Ministers were, and more indignantly susceptible 
of the insulting audacity with which Such chicanery was acCom' 
paniedt And if it ejtrc possible to make out such a case, which I 
Ksert it is not, yet, even then, no dangers of the island can 
Warrant the exercise of illegal severity, incases of women and chU-' 
dren, and of pretended witches and soTccrefs, and all the other 
cases, neither connected with mutiny^ insurrection, nor inva- 
sion. No \ he never was the saviour of the Island, but he 
certainly was tbe oESraovEitof the innocent and defenceless 
people. But the alarm which he boasts to have sent '< into thi 
very heart of Spanish Seutk America'^ hai produced its naturd 
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p&cUin the rcAstdnce of the Sp»niards, though theyeould nolbo, 
induccMi to eng»g« in hostiU expedic:ons from their peaceful con- 
tinent. The repetitipi), and obstinancy of such reiistance w»s 
BTcdicted in the postscript of Colonel FuUarton'.s Letter to Wm. 
Fawkener, Esq. Clcfk of the Privy Council, dated 26th of 
January 1806, ^hiph runs as fgllows : 

" I (rust it will not appear a deviation from the subject <rf 
*' this address to solicit your instructions, whether it is intend- 
«' ed to hold fgtth to other conquered colonies the bless- 
^ ings of British Government, as exeipplified in TrinioaDj 
« in the manner pron^ised by General Beresfofd to the inh*. 
»' bitants of Buenos Ayres. 

" In that case it will hardly require a prophetic spirit Xopredicl, 
(' that the promifc of these blessings wilt product the lame spirit 
**■ ^reiist*nce in aUdmiluT instances. 

*' It may be proper to remark, that the ship Nuestra Seknor^ 
(' Del Carmen, arrived in Trinidad from Rio de la Plata in great 
«' distreis, in the month of March, 1803, during my absence 
" from the Port of Spain, while employed in the survey of the 
" Island. The Captain of this vessel received extremely harsh 
t' treatment from the Junior Commissioner;* and thc;accounls 
*' which the officers and men received of the blessings of British 
" Government as enjoyed in that Island) were carried back to 
<' the RiQ de la Plata, and could not fail to espite the unFa- 
" vourable sentiments of the natives towards the English, in " 
", the same manner as the recital of the acts of British Govern- 
" ment, in Trinidad, has long ago become the theme of repro- 
t< bation in the Court Gazette of Madrid, and in all the sea-portS 
" of the Spanish Monarchy." 

ll is evident enough, from these facts, that the resistance in 
ihe first instance, and the obstinate repetition of it, on the attack 
by General Whitelocl^, is in a proper degree attributable to the 
unhappy aflairs of Trinidad, while under the government of 
Colonel Picton ; and I know that it is already a subject of much 
significant conversation, that Colonel Picton has not been sent 
t^ trial for the numerous and serious charges so long preferred 
(gainst him ; while General Whitelock, on the contrary, is at 
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tmee oVfhred to a Court Martial. Upon such comparlicnts 
being made, the partisans of Colonel Picton are ready with the 
convenient, though false remark, that lihe dtfierence in the tw» ' 
CTses is, that General Whitelock ioit a colony, but Colonel 
Pfcton preserved one. When 1 heir this false statement made ' 
J lose all patience, as I know that his ponduct was the rfevcrse 
of every principle of preservation j and that 1/ the Island taas 
iniraciously preserved, it was preserved onjy by a kind Provi- 
dence, from l!it exlrcfnt evils of his bad gaurnment, and rtot 
ftcjm such enemies as General Whitelock had to encounter, and' 
for whose desperate resistance General Whitelock is not a little ' 
Indebted to the dreatf of English Gfivemment, which Colonel ' 
fifton professes to have sent " into the very hrart of Spams/^ 
Soutff America." Such a false comparison, in these cases, can- 
not be again made, now that the Public, are undeceived as to 
the liife situation of the colony of Trinidad, as far as relates le 
gny Bt!(er enemy than Colonel Picton and his Catholic advisen j ' 
for, truly, they were the only enemies that ever disturbed the 
p«ace, and injui^ed the prosperity of that truly loyal colony. 

Let those who are within the reach of Colonel Picton's plau- ■ 
(ible persuasions, be gn fheir guard how they credit his contra- ' 
diction of the circumstantial statements which I have laid before 
the Public, with every exactitude that the distance of time and 
place renders possible. His unqualified denial of facts, and hit 
pretensions to invalidate," by defamatipn, the evidence so sup-. 
parted by documents, and so parseveringly brought forward by 
itis accusers, will avail him nothing, while he continues to shujle 
and shift from public investigation. The Public will np ' 
longer be satisfied with those stcrit inquiries before MiQiSters, 
V'hich ought to be made In pur public Courts of Justice, where 
neither ministerial inOuence, nor political corruption, can screen 
the delin(]uent from the due exercise of the law j and that 
such trwaie inquiries are injurious to public justice, and to llie 
national character, there never was a stronger proof than in the 
iSise before us. But how should it be otherwise, when politi- 
pians form a Court of Inquiry, instead of the legal judges of the 
CQunlry? PoH;icians, who arc drawing diflercnt ways from th<t 
' sarnc 
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same motive — the desire tt obtain, and to hold, the reins of Govern* 
ment. Ought the scales of justice, also, !o be held in such. hands ? 
the hands of men, who, while basking in the sunshine of Royal 
favour, forget, in their prosperity, the sufferings of their fellow- 
subjects ; and who, at other times, freezing under the frowns »f 
legal displeasure, would sacrifice any thing to be restored to the 
Royal presence ; regardless whether the sacrifice is to be made in 
, constitutional principle, or in common justice to the people. 

Upon what grounds have we any reason to expect justice from ■ 
the hands of politicians P Why shquld ministers be anxious to 
bear the burthen of such responsibility, when there are established 
tribunals before which criminals ought to be arraigned ? It was 
the caiise of most of Colonel Picton's fault's, that he took upon 
himself to decide, when there was a Chief Judge, t« whom th* 
accused ought t» have been lumad over : and shall it be a ground 
of popular complaint in this country also, that men accused of 
crimes are not all,, alike, arraigned before the same sufficient tribu- 
nals ? If the accused be innocent, Ministers need not be uneasy . 
about his g»in( to trial j for they know, that he will not be pu- 
nished if he do not deserve it.: and if they know that he does 
deserve punishment, how can they answer to their country it^ 
net sending him to the ordinary sources of justice, that it may^ 
be dealt out to him according to his deserts ? — Well may th< 
world exclaim, " this man is astonishingly protected" — " w« 
cannot understand it." It is, indeed true, Mr. Editor, that i^ 
does appear inexplicable ; but the accused himself, in his impru- 
dent intemperance, and sometimes in the intoxication of his vani- 
ty, has given bints which may explain such extraordinary pro- 
ceedings : and yet I am unwilling to believe e.ven the exposures 
of his inadvertency ; for he has lost all credit in my mind, and 
1 shsuld suppose in the public mind too, since his "iju^lal reser- 
vation upon oath," and his villainous charge of insanity, in order 
to get Colonel Fullarton turned out of his commission. But, i^ 
tTie public are not yet satisfied of his habitual falsehood, because 
only one or two instances have been exposed, I will lay before the 
vorld anotlter instance, upon oath also, in which his falsehood is 
proved, not by inference, but by the affirmative and thfe negative 
^f a fact being both contained in one and the same affidavit ! 

H i' Exlraci 
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** Extract from Countil Minute of the i^th of May, 1805." 
" Mr. Sullivan attending in his place, was, at his desire, 

*• He was then asked what observations he had to ofier upon 
(he subject of the said letter, and suted," • • • • 

(I need not repeat Mr. Sullivan's contradiction of Dr. Lynch's 
tetter, as it has been since publicly contradicted on oath : But 
several questions were put hy the Earl of Buckinghamshire and 
the Lord Chancellor, and were answered by Mr. Sullivan ; uid 
after much contumelious declamation from Colonel Picton) : — the. 
^arl of Buckinghamshire " declared his readiness to be examined 
en oath u to his conduct in any proceeding with reference to 
Colonel Picton, and to answer any question Colonel Ficten 
vished to put to bim. 

" Colonel picton declared, that he had no question to ask his 
Lordship, and that he did not mean hy those expressions to point 
at Lord Buckinghamshire. That he had in truth, and in conse- 
quence of the communication made by Dr. Lynch, pointed at 
Mr. Sullivan -, 6ui that &; aat now pirfictly satisfied luitft what, Mr^_ 
Satlm^ had stated." 

Now, Mr. Editor, however much we had cause to impeach 
Colonel Picton's veracity, I do not suppose you will doubt the 
Verity of the Minutes of the Privy Council, which I havQ given; 
as above, verbatim et Uteralim. Judge then of the unblushine 
blsehood of your pretended Saviour of Trinidad ; and at the 
unpardonable folly of the professional man, who suffered Colone^ 
Picton to make an affidavit, which, from the contradictions it 
contains, could not he used in the cause which it was made to 
support. 

" In the King's Bench. The King in the prosecution ft 
the Right Hon. John Sullivan against Edward Alured Draper, 
Fsq^uire." . 

•' Thomas Picton, of Edward-st.-eet, &c. Esquire," &c.— . 
*' He this Deponent was asked by the Right Hon. Lord Chan, 
eellor Eldon, whether this Deponent was satisfied with the cx- 
smination of the said Prosecutor."—" And this Deponent fur- 
ther saith, that he this Deponent did not express dissatisfaction^ 
tut haied asient (thanking the Board, &c.)— " And this Depo- 
nent 
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nent fiirthel' saith, that so far from iting latttfied therewith, hi 
this Deponent, immediMely after be withdrew from the said Board, 
cxpriissed his belief to Mr, Faulkenei', (&c.) to the contrary. ">^ 
«' And this Deponent lastly saith, that ht never did, either directly 
er indirectly, express Ktm^e^' satisfied with any explanation oflered 
by the said Prosecutor, nor mm this Deponent ever so satisfied." 

You may now reflect, but with little comfort, upon what sort 
•fan'authority you, and others, have beeA calumniating and libel< 
ling Mf. Sullivan, Colonel Fulhrt.on, and the ather persons who 
Colonel Picton has instructed you to defame. Here is a man ask- 
•d by the Lord Chancellor, whether he is satisfied. He declaTes 
on his oath, in the King's Bench, that he « (/lif no/ express rfw- 
iotis/action, but " iowed asseat." While on the minutes of the 
Right Hon. Board of Council, it it written, " that he was per- 
fectly satisfied ;" and yet he has the audacity to swear in the same 
affidavit, that he never expressed himself "so satisfied," either 
*' directly or indirectly I" Who can believe such a man in future ? 
who will believe his mere assertion, that he was the Saviour of 
Trinidad 7 who will believe bis assertion, that there was any neca- 
sity for the horrid cruelties he committed there ? What must th« 
Right Hon. Members of the Privy Council, and especially my 
Lord Eldon, who put the question, thinic of a man who sweari 
that he boaied assent, but never meant it; and conducted himself 
with such shameless duplicity towards this Right Honourabls 
Assembly, as to produce a minute of his satisfaction to be enttre4 
upon the records, and then afterwards swean, that he never dUp 
tither directly or indirectly, express himsilf st satisfied I 

If Ministers believe this man in future, we must believe, that 
extreme credulity is inseparable from political Administration ; 
and if such an inswlt to the truth and dignity of such a Right 
Honourable Tribunal is not to be punished, we must also con- 
clude, that political cowardice is as necessary to the quiet ma- 
nigement of public afTairs, as a tranquil disposition, in a lady, is, 
t* the good government of domestic concerns. 

p£CtVS, 
Jam. I, iSoS. 
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LETTER VIII. 



TO THE EDITOR OF THE ANTI-JACOBIN REVIEW. 

SIR. ' 

WHEN reference is made to your Review of last Febraaty, 
and the expressions of ihn note to the iSsdand 183d pages are 
compared with the indisputahle proofs of the ■uhgaitUman-Uke and 
tijioJic(r-lik( conduct of Colonel Picton, added to ihefolsehacds and 
criminaiity which I have laid before the Public in my former Let- 
ters, it becomes difficult to apply appropriate tennsof reproach t» 
your viU adulation of him, and your wholly unmerited and jcum- 
leus abuse of Colonel FuUaiton. 

Those who have reid the preceding Letters, must Itat^k in c^n- 
tempt of you, on reading the following quotation. After stating a 
glaring untruth, (that Colonel Picton's innocence has been pmcl^m- 
ed and approved of by bis Majesty) you state, that Colonel Picton 
is '< as bravt and aS skiyul an officer as any in his Majesty's service.] 
One who has securt4 the applause and titeem of M>me of the highest 
ornaments of his profession ; a man, with a richly ndoioed and hi^h- 
ly-cuUivaied mind; of most enlarged and Aoncurni^ smtiments ; of 
Tnild and genllentanly manners ; ardent in his pursuits ; firm 4nd 
resolute in the discharge of his duly j but humane, chaxitaUt, geiU" 
roui, and good !!! Such is the man whom Mr. William FuIlaT' 
ton has dared, in his various memorials, to brand as a muTderer, as 
an enemy to the human race !!! Let this telf-sii^iejit and Jbul- 
mouthed Scot learn, from one who espoused the cause of his oppo* 
nent soklyjrom a n^ari to truth, and from a sense oi juitice, that 
while he would ^lory in the name, character, and qualities of Tho- 
mas Picton, not the wealth of Ireland, nor even that of India, 
coifld induce him to take those of William Fullan<Hi." 

Let me ask which of the Anti- Jacobin Editors it is who thuA 
expresses himself ? If it he his Worsfup, he is rightly associated 
with hi^ Antigoniaa friend : but if it be tbis tauny man of Y — k 

kivself, 
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himsetfj it is truly ridiculous to heat' iiM talk o! gloiytng in th* 
name and character tvm of Colonel Picton, or of any man who hu 
a name and character, however bad they may be. Tiie name, chj- 
' racter, and qualities of Colonel Fullarton would indeed ill befit. 
suck a mongrei: but, certainly, the re^ qualities and conduct of 
Colonel Picton would have been more befitting this man of Y—Jt 
than himself. Me, who cannot possibly be known to be the sod 
ef any lakxtt man, because he is net vihilej and yet would disclaim 
a negro father, because kt is not black ; — this man, who never had a 
right to any reai-nime, and who now glories in one, that he has ac> 
siimed only from a disgraceful event — that he should boast how 
much he would '"glory in the name, character, and qualities of 
Thomas Picton ; and that neither the wealth of Ireland, nor India, 
could induce him to take those of William Fullarton," is so shock- 
ing to all decency and decorum, that it miist excite the reproba- 
tion, and the contempt, of every honourable and respectaik familj 
in the United Kingdoms. 

If it were my intention to burlesque C(^nel Ficlon, I would write 
what you have seriously written in his ^vour. But let us run 
over again the qualities and character that are attached ta the name 
«f Thoaias Picton, as they now appear in the Artti- Jacobin and 
Sunday Sevieus. That he is " « brave and skilful OJker." How 
krave he is, was proved ty the aiarm he felt at the presence of the 
»ld woman called Duval :— 4nd by sending, instead of giiag t« ' 
carry, " alarm into the heart of Spanish South America ;" and 
by surprising, and carrying off, MoTisieur Dubois, Madame Delzin, 
and ather women, with their helpless children, instead of making a 
conqueit of Ancustura, which might have been as easily 'accom- 
plished. — Whether he was also as " ski^iil as any Oficer in hit 
Majesty''s serpice" is ascertained, by his plan of building tower* 
in honour of St, David ; as well as by the unmilitary manner in 
which ha received General Crinfield, on landing in Trinidad.— . 
He inay have obtained, by deceptions means, the temporary *' o^- 
plaust indesticm" <ii som higho£ceis; but he will find that ha 
has not "secured" them; for the veil is torn off, and thue 
who are " ornaments to his profession," must tremble for the cha- 
racter of the profession, if it can be supported only by such meant 
as this man has had recourse to.— You give him a " ritUy tnitW' 
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td atii /i^hfy cultivated ndvd." Wai this state of mind proved by 
admitting thepossibilityof tiAfcAcra/t and jirnvry ^ Shall we give, , 
u proofs of his " honourable tcntmenCt," the trick of alledging in- 
unity against Coionel Fullarton ? — the act of turning the wido'vr 
CriSiths and her three daughters out of their otan house, in order te 
put his mulatto cumRdR into it 7 — his bribing, through this woman's' 
means, mutatt* spies m most of the families in Trinidad, and espe- 
cially those who dislilced him P— 'His ntctumal flight, whtrn he 
Ijccame so outrageous, that General Crinfield ordered him ofFthfc 
Idand ?— His " menttU raervatian" in an affidavit, to prevent my 
Lord Ellenborough from sending a mandamus, as he intended, t* 
Chief Justice Nihei 7 and his duplicity before the Privy Council, 
■t proved in my last letter, by-his aflidavit, containing at once the 
affirmative and negative of the same f»ct ? — the " gentlemanly man* 
men" which you attribute to himj were exhibited in shewing to old 
^r.MoM his fon-in-law hanging^to the gallons — andin tellingpodr 
Callag/ter he was " going to hell with a lie in his mouth :" — anA 
most particularly in abusing CiUf/^^ujlicf Nikel, when he called him 
a ^* pusiUammoas reptile," because he would not sanction the bang- 
ingof a man without a trial. But his " mildmis" was very coiH 
^icuous in not hanging Captain F — rie, formerly mentioned, whi* 
" dared t» smite" wljen only threatened with the gallows. He cerJ 
uinly wa» "Jirm and raolute" in what he ctdltd " Au duty," i. t. ia 
liaiiging people without trial, and burning people alive. - Malamut 
terum audacia Jortiluda vocatur ! He was as neglectful of whaC 
ttaily was his duty ; for he so seldom manoeuvred hi»-troops, th« 
from not knowing even his voice, they fell into confusion, and ine- 
gularil^, when he gave the word of command to them. You finish 
your high eulogy of him, by asserting, that he was " h-umane, cftari- 
tahle, generous, and good I" Your readers, and mine, are now_better 
qbte to judge of kis humanity, since I have laid before them the 
dimes with which he is charged. He was very " ckaritaUe" to 
those against whom strong truths were told ; and he was very 
I* generous" to all who enlisted under his blood-stained banners. 
But to whom could he be truly good, in whom there was no mq-' 
nl good !— You may well exclaim with all youremphasis— "Such 
i» the man whom Mr, Fullart;>n has dared, in his various memo- 
rills, to brand « a mui^ierj as aa enemy to the human race ! ! -'— ' 

Anif 
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Vnd I will add my exclamati?!! — such is the man, whe to the dic^ 
grace of our country — in defiance of justice; and to the discounter 
nancing of all virtu?, moral and religious, is allowed to stalk about 
in open day — bullies the frinters for publishing his.crimes — black' 
guards the characters of all who accuse him, or who are called it 
evidence ; and boasts of the means that he possesses of intimidatinf 
Ministers ! 

But, I forgot : you add he .was " ardent in hii pjtTsuils."' 
was so, but it was in th&" pursuii" of wealth ; and yet his friendv 
hoast that he was not mercenary. 

Horace exposes this ttale trick, of pretensions to many virtue)' 
^fi accoujit of the absence of one vice — 

Horn e> avariif' : abi, Qnld ) cetera jam fimul iito 

Cum vitio fagere i 

Quid te exempla juiat iirinia de pluribaa uii» I 
Sut X will shew, that thii tiorn was as deep in his side as all 
the Kst, .He was only a Major when he went to Trinidad : kt' 
hift shew in what coostited his riches at that time. He was in thaC 
l;slawl about six yens. The first fonr years he only had the pay' 
of ahout 320). per anntua, as Lieutenant -Colonel, with the usual' 
^Uowances ; from i8ot to June 1803, be had additional tw* 
pounds a day ai a Brigadier, from the same period to the arrivat 
qS -tke Commission in January, 1803, bis salary wa( at the late 
of 3b«uL ^oool. per annum, as Civil Go vunor ; and for three 
iB«aths he waa eotitlcd to ahout 500I. as Second Commissiont 
Now, all this amountt to but a triSe, considering tJie expence 
which, it must be calculated he- Uvtd, in the high situation he had 
to support. How then does he explain this fact ? that when he 
left the Islatid he was in possession of property valued at from 
eighty to one hundred thousand pounds ! Can it be explained by 
littette's contracts for serviiig the garrison -with certain article ? 
or by such confiscations as the cargo from Angustum to Monsieur 
L^zarre ? — or by buying negroes at a cheap rate frora the jail ? — • 
or by such facts as are related of his taking money out of Mr. 
M'Bumie's hands, as the guardian of minan ! and employing on 
his esl^te fifteen slaves of this said minor, called Savignon ; who 
l^hen he came from Granada, being of age, to claim his money and 
sUvei, vras. abused by thi& Governor j. was old he was an im- 
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postor ; but an proving thai he -was tKe identical Savigncn, Vfai 
then accused of being a Brigand, thrown into jail, and thus kept 
out of his property ? — can such an accumulation of wealth be 
otherwise explained, than by such cases as these ? — to which may 
be added, the case of that immense heap of stones, which being 
jquarried at the public expence, {or the pretended purpose of 
building a public jail, was conveyed, as can be proied, to this 
GoTenior's estate, to be employed in buildings ; which added frooi 
ten to fifteen thoiisand pounds to his property ? — Does not this 
last case also expose a cause of great alarm in the inquiry which 
Colonel Fullarton (so unluckily for Governor Picton), made 
about the af&irs of the jail ? But the following case proves 
something explaaatory of Cavemor Picton's means of becoming 
rich. Govemar Picton bought a plantation of a Spanish Gentle- 
man, who, in consequence of his faith in the arrangement made 
by the Governor for the payment of the instalments, bcught a 
plantation of a free coloured man : but, an applying to the Go- 
vernor for the payments, when due, he was referred to the Govei^ ■ 
nor's partner, who, in turn, refused to pay him ; so that the Spa- 
niard could not pay the coloured man, because the Governor did 
not fulfil his engagements ; which, when he told the Govemer, 
also informing him, that the coloured man would not be any 
longer put off, the Governor asked the name of the coloured man, 
and being answered, he exclaimed, " 1 know'him wdlj he is a 
rascal ! if he gives you any Either trouble, send him to me, and 
I will banish him from the Col»ny as a traitcH- or brigand,'*. 
The Governor had not forgot the old advice about making a 
fwtun^— 

' ' rem faeUu i rem. 
Si poisii, rectet ■■ non, quocunque modo iran. 

It is very evident, that he found a Governor had opportunities 
•f making a fortune ; and he proves, that his situation was more 
lucrative than it ought to have been, by stating in his address to 
the Privy Council, that Colonel Fullarton was disappointed in 
his views of also making a fortune in Trinidad. 
. I have now exposed the falsehood of the three great principles 
sn which this man rests his defence, by proving that there nei-' 
ther was nor csuld be, any of thoR iteauitia which he asserts 

forced 
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forced him (o be so erntl: — that he was a> unjustly mmenaiy m he 
was iiicgaUy cruel t and that instead of being the saviour of Trinidad, 
HB ought to have his share of diigrace for our lost laurels on the 
continent sf. South America. 

Will jrou, after all this, still exclaim in fulsome adulation, " guei 
tuns tie pian," Sec, af above quoted from your book of libels ?-— 
But allow me now to give you some knowledge of the Gentleman 
who you have with such unwarrantable insolence called a *' lelf- 
tujldeat and fojit-mouthed Scot." — The following extract alludes to 
an expedition proposed for South America, by Colonel Fullarton, in 
the year ITSO. Sir John Dalrymple, in the Appendix No. 1, page 
114, oftheSvo Edition of his Memoirs of Great Brilaia, printed 
1790, writes thus : — " Since publishing the first Edition of these 
Memoirs, I have learned the circumstances of the above expedition. 
Jt was planned and proposed to the Cabinet Ministers by Colonel 
Fullarton, of Fullarton, who acted in conjunction with the late Colo* 
uel, then Major Mackenzie Humberstone, the first of whom had 
never been in the army, both, representatives of families, among the 
vtott ancient of' theic country, young, generous, spirited, gag, and 
tpAolart. They raised 2000 men at their own expence, with unusual 
dispatch, and involved their estates to a very large amount, by pre- 
parations for the expedition, agreeable to the terms on which G»* 
vernment had adopted the proposal.— The object of it was, an at- 
tack upon the coast of Mexico : but the unexpected breaking out of 
the Dutch war obliged the expedition, intended for Mexico, to be 
sent upon an attaiA on the Cape of Good Hope ; and when that was 
found improper, it was employed in the war in India, where Colonel 
Mackenzie bravely fell in his country's tiause. — His friend. returned, 
on the peace, covered with laurels, to defend her liberties in the 
Senate.' ' 

The laurels he acquired in India are testified by authorities of high. 

rank in the country, in the army, and in the opinion of the public. 

. Earl Macaktnky writes a letter from Curzon-street, 6th April, 

\7BP> to Colonel Fullarton, from which I shall make extracts of 

particular passages: 

*' I reflect with pleasure on having, when Govergor of Madras, 
entrusted you with commands, in which you have acquitted your- 
self with sigmJ advantage to the public, and much honour to your< 
I self.*'. 
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self. "^" I employed jou on tbe most iirdavui MtitionB."— ^' f 
feund it neceuary tci(«end yon to the louifaern part of the Penintola 
of India," — " wTicTC you cocn forced ibe enemy to retire witfak 
their own boundaries." — " You pursued tfaem, and wrested from 
tbem.one of their most important forlrefsea." — " It was a work not 
less difficult to reddce the rcbc!Iious Polygars, who had constantly 
jnfes(<rd the southern provinces, than to repel the iovasioo of the ex- 
ternal enetnyi This was happily effected by yon, vi'ith little ezpence 
of blood and treasure ; and you contrired to leave an itnpressiao on 
their minds, which has rendered them ever since that period peace- 
Able and useful subjects." ^ 

Sir JoHH M AOPHEBSOir, QovemoT General of India, in aletter alM 
writes-— 

" you had the honoor, in a principal degree,' of closing the war 
tipon the Coast of Coromandel, by the extensive and very valuable 
conquests which the army, under your command, had effected ia 
T^ppoo's country ; and which compelled him to sigd the peace «f 
Mangalore.'' 

As a proof of a cenciUatory dhptaition, read the foHowing froM 
Kenblm DicEly, Esq. of the Civil Department of the Soothcrtf 

" To that perfect hdrmony ami co-operation -wlfli every class *ad 
description of persons, whether King's or Company'*, civil or milt' 
tary, must, in a great measure, be attributed Our rapid success^ 
without derogating in the smallest degree from yonr military supe^ 

Major-General Forbes writes as IidIIows i-"** You were placed 
It the head of an army, in as difficult a situation as perhaps ever felt 
to the lot of an Officer; and, in the command ofthHanny, yM 
^onquertda very rich and extensive country." 

It would be more than the limits of this letfjr will admit, to pub. 
lish all the documents that prove Colonel FuHarton's claims as a 
Soldier, to tke thanks of his country ; and asa Gentleman, a Scholar, 
and a Philosopher, to the esteem and respect of the honourable, At 
learned, and the wise : but whoever reads the ignorance you display 
. of his true character. In yOur vulgar and abusive terms, concemrng 
his independent and meritorious conduct, in endeavouring to briitg ■ 
public delinquent to jastloe-^who, to repel hts deserved accusations. 
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faaa been u scorrilaui and abuiWe w fODndf, will euHjr itMpnm 
how indignant racA a nun, as Colonel FuUarloi], must feel, at th^ 
tiuigar inveeliva and cmpli/ prtleniians oC Co[. Ficton, who, instead oit 
luving ever performed anj/ aervicec to hig country, eilAer in thejidd tf. 
in the Senate, has ItfOught down u]>(>n tbe Britisb GovernmeDt iM 
Dpprobiium of foreign nations ; and bas stained the ptge of Biitidi 
bistofy with such blots of blood, auch deeds of dopotiim, and sack 
cruel crimes, w will not be edkced by all the efforts of the wJkA 
Legislators, for ^ea to come, ihould those of the present age any 
longer neglect t)^ir duty to their country, white it ii yet in thot 
power to perform it, 
H^. 8, 1808. PECTUS. 



LETTER IX. 



TO TBE EDFTOn OF THS ANtl.J4C0BIIi REVIEIT, 
SIR, 

W HEN, to gratify matioe, men betray the littleness of their mind* 
by deaceildiBg to acts which every Gentleman mutt feel himself su- 
perior to, saoh men deserve to be treated i^ith that indignant scorn 
which your conduct merits, iat the law cunning tliat marks your 
attempts to mislead the Public, in respect of the character of Colonel' 
Fullarton. You have never dared, iq all your revilings agunst that 
(listinguished Soldier and Senator, to attempt the task of pulling 
down those moauments of his military and parliamentary fame, that 
ixfe so conspicuous in the Records of the East India Company, and' 
in fat Annual Register of the Pailiapsentary Debates. You knew, 
^t such an attemjit would be as IriiiclcM as it would be Invidious ; 
but even that would not have prevented you from taking the chance 
pf doing him an injury, if there had been even the most distant pro- 
Bpect of success. You dared not attempt it, because it would have 
called tbe public attention to an inquiry into his public services, 
vhich would have ended in your shame, and would have renewed 
rtie publication of his military superiority and parliamentary talent* : 
j(i)d a> tl)ey weie too mccitorio.us to sirvc yoi^r vile nia<!liinatioi)s, it' Ii 
13 easj 
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tiiy to understand, how, in order that the Public might have do cIdc 
to his real .character, you have endeavoured to mislead your readen, 
l^ calling him Mr. instead of Colonel Fallarton. Hitherto you 
faavetucceeded; for who could suppose, that Mr. FuUarton, who you 
have so reviled, was the Colonel Fullarton so well and so long known 
by his services in India, and by hlscloquence in Parliament? 

Having already torn off ihe flimsy veil with which you have en- 
deavoured to conceal the crimes of (lavernor Picton, I began, in my 
last Letter, to remove the veil with which you have also endeavoured 
tohidefrom the world the striking contrast produced, by opposing 
the injuiies which Colonel Picton has done to hia country, to the 
great, yet unrewarded, servicesof Colonel Fullarton. I have shewn, 
from Sir John Dal rym pie's Memoirs, that, so long ago as 1780, 
the conquest of South America was a great oliject in the mind of 
Colonel Fullarton ; and that he proposed it to Min'islers, and raised 
2,000 men for the service, at his own expence, and involved his 
estate. by preparations for the expedition. — Now, it is understood, 
that Triniilad was retained at the Peace of Amiens, for the express 
purjwse of ojwning an extensive commercial intercourse with the 
adjacent continent of Spanish South America; which Col. Picton 
effectually prevented, by sending,' as fae has boasted, abrm into the 
very heart of that country. But Col. Fullarton's object, in accepting 
the office of First Commissioner, was, with a view to iAose very Im- 
portant commercial operations, to which, from a very early period of 
life, he had devoted his attention ; and not from those self-interested 
■peculations, which Colonel Picton appears to have so w<11 under- 
stood to be connecteit with a West Indian Government, as to turn 
them into a source of wealth to himself. — But Col. Picton has even 
reproachtd Col. Fullarton wiih the effects of such disinterested eer- 
vices, by calling him an tasclvent man ; which reproach is cruelly un- 
justifiable, even if it were true: and if iliaere so, who would have 
most claim to the thanks and rewards of his country ? Colonel Ful- 
larton, who has expended bis fortune, has ruined his health, and has 
spent his whole life in the service of his country ?— or, Col. Picton, 
who, instead of having spent a fortune in his country's cause, has 
accumuliiied immense wealth in only six yciirt f and ivhose ilaodltss 
sword, whenever it is unsheathed, must accuse him of an inglorious 
Inilitary career, distinguished only by his unparalleled cruelty: for 
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it WM never told of him, that he ever fought 3 battle, Oiceptiog tn 
Wales with Farmer Williams, when they quarrelled aboiit the taneCi 
Liicram lurpe res pesaima. — If Bis hands Were as unspotted with [>elf 
and human gore as his sword is unmarked wilh proofs of hoiioUt" 
&ble warfare : — if he had spilt a tenth' part of that-blnod in the fieM 
of battle, with- which he has polluted the peaceful plains of Trini- 
dad, hisrenown'would have stood upon lairer ground ; but when Hfe 
waged war, it was with pretended Witches, and Sorcerers, and, 
with Women and Children; or, if he had men to encounter, it 
was not with the sw»rd that he destroyed them, but with the haiier^ 

But,- because Cofonel Fultarcon would not sully his wclt'earnei) 
feme by a participation in such a sysKm of government. Col. Piclott 
charged him with pusillanimity in Trinidad, and with viohnt revengn 
ih England, Two such opposite qualities are incompatible with each 
other in the same mind ; and however much it may have suited his . 
different plans, in these different countries, to urge such incongrui- 
tics, neither of tiiesc qualities ar& necessary to eAplaiii Colonel Fol- 
lartsn's conduct ; nor was this the first time that Iris principles of 
actidn Were evinced on such occasions. So far from his repugnance 
to, and abhorrence of, such cruelties being at all attributable to any 
personalities, or atiy plan against Governor Picton, I shall prove, 
that seventeen years 4go, betbre it was ever ia Governor Piclon » 
most sanguine evpectations to have the opportunity of abusing sO 
serious a trust, and when he would have been proud of even obtain- 
ing acompany under Colonel Fullarton's command, who has had 
the honour of leading to great victories officers who are now Col. 
Picton's superiors : — I say, even seventeen years past. Colonel FuN 
larlon was called upon, in his place, in the House of Commons, to 
give his opinion upon conduct, which, in an inferior degree, re- 
sembled that which has since been witnwsed in Trinidad.— General 
BuRGOYNE, on that occasion, said — 

" I cannot refrain taking notice of one of those officers who is 
present (Colonel Fullarton) whose conduct has been illustrious, and 
wiiose sentiments I hope to bear upon this particular subject. The 
Honourable Gentleman will pardon me for thus directing mvsclf to 
him, but I confess a farther motive for olfering him a testimnny of 

m/ 
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itty rapeet. Manf yetn ago I warmly lemanitrated ia tki* Hohm 
egaiatt the nomiaatioa of that Gentletnaa to a high military lank, 
tritbout bit having pamd through the tubordinatc jjiadationi. I 
thought it an injurr to the army, aod a ^ precedeoti I am now 
happy ia an opportunity publicly to ac^ooiyledge that hit icnicn 
have juatifieil the act. More enterprix« and lound conduct, Bx>re 
stNllty in every branch of the military profewion, baa not been ihcwn 
by any individual; and 1 rejoice that the country yms not deprivei} 
pf bi»««rtionB."* 

Cotbnftl Fuilaiton, ia the course of bit reply, made the fbHowa 
ing obaervatioDt ; which, though lo many yean anterior to the 
primes of Colonel Picton, are remarkably appoiiic lo his case : 

" I muft beg leave, said Colonel FuUarton, to entu my pro* 
tttt against any such doctrines u appears lo be conveyed on t^e. 
tart of Captain William* ; namely, an idea that unqualified ob&> 
dience is due to any the most cruel and aj^rently illegal ordei;* 
Such doctrine may be admitted at the Durbar of Delhi, or of 
pude. Such doctrines might have been approved in the Prq^ 
Kiice Chamber of [lichard 111. -when "off with his bead," 
vas a sufEcient order for executing the first subject of tbi^ 
realm. But, in these better times, in the year 1790, the words, 
)* Put Mustapha Cawn lo death, it is the Coltnefa order that 
you put Mustapha Cawn to death," nay, if he had added^ 
'! It ii the King's order that you put Mustapha Cawn to death," 
tbcK words, I presume, wi)! he found no justification for an act of 
bloodshed.'' 

♦« He next solicited the forgiveness of the House for having 
intruded on them with these observations, excited chiefly by 
his apprehension of the very" fatal consequences that might bela( 
the unfortunate natives of Hindostah, if a commander could ~ 
ensure, obedience to any baibarous and bloody ordpr that avarice 
or rapine might stiggest. Let the House recollect, that in the 
course of Indian service, mihtary commanders are frequently 
invested with the mingled powers and joif^t authorities of Su-r 
porintendants of Districts — Ncgociators with allied and tribiv- 
tary Princes, and Collectors of revenues. Novif, if any ordet 
er pcrivannah from ?ny of ibose alli^id or tributary Princes, no 
« Parliameniafj Pebiiei, Vol, ?7t P- »Sii and 183. 
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matter how unjustly iMueil, ot how irregularly adJresied, hi 
tufficieot authority for a British officer, in commanct^ to iuuS 
orders of death against arty Indian tiative, and if every mjlitai^ 
peivon under him be obliged to execute siich bloody mandatei 
I should be at a lots whether most to deplore the degraded coif - 
dition of the British officers and the army id that quarter of th« 
world, or to lament the outrageous yiolations and calamities to 
which wbole provinces might be subjected by the cruel and 
rapadous dispolition of any individual who might be entrusted 
with such unqualiGed and unwarrantable powers,"* 

Such were .the sentiments which Cilnnel FullartOn publiet/ 
jtrofessed upon this subject, so many yean before he knew 
that there was such a man in existence as Thomas Picton ; and 
to this day,' such are the principles upon which he has acted 
tomrds him. Nothing can be niore natural, than that Colont4 
FuUarton should deplore the degraded condition of officers and 
■oldiera placed in the situation of executing illegal and cruel 
acts ;— But it would be more wonderful than it really it, that 
Hie officers did not remonstrate against the performance of such 
{ntnfnl duty as that which was imposed on them in Trinidad, if it 
were riot true, as it is, (hat the troops employed With the other 
persons who attended these executions, were, in general, altoge* 
ther of an extraordinary description ; for there were concerned 
in these nelarious transactions Frenc/i jailors and executioners, 
with Spaniii alguawls ; and Nrgro soldiers with FmtA ofii' 
ders. In the West India regiments. While he had such agenW 
as these at his command; it h not so wonderful, as at first it 
would appear, that he was able to carry into effect his System 
of terror, without hinderance or remonstrance; and it may 
eawly be conceived, that ha never could have carried his cruelties 
to such an extent, if such instruments had not been under his 
command. Judge then of the critical and distressing 'situation 
of the adopted, and more particularly of the natural subjects of Great 
Britain in Ti'inidad, when placed under the absolute controut of 
tuch a man, while possessed of, and disposed to use, such mtani aS 
Were in his power. 

Besides using such means at these, the imprudence, and I am 

• P)rli«ineBt«j Bebilcs, toI. »?, p. 194 md 193. 
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willing to believe, llie ignorance, of Mioisten aSbrded bim oppor' 
tuiiitin (o intimidate the people agiwitt tending home their coio' 
pluinw; for be expoeed some letters from England, expreising, in 
general terms, his Majesty's approbation of his conduct ; and tbeie 
he magnitied to tbe French and Spanish inhabitants, as unqualified 
confirtiutionsofall the acts ofbis gQvernment. Whothencould 
venture to remonstrate at home any more than' abroad ? As ad- 
Oiesses lo his Nfajestf are attended to only when transmitted to die 
Secretary of State's Office, and will not then be attended to unless 
tran»i»itted officially by the Governor ; therefore no public remoq- 
(trance against his government could be obtained from the people ; 
for every individual who might sign it would be a marked object 
•fhis vengeance. And even if men could have been found bold 
enough to biave his reirenge, such remonstrating addresses would 
not have been forwarded by him to the British Government. — ■ 
A loyal congratulatory and grateful address to the King, on 
the last peace, was condemne<1 by him as pn act of sedition. Some 
of those who signed it were sent to prison; some were dismissed 
from" public offices, and others were deprived of their Militia com- 
misaions, while he intimidated tbe ignorant foreigners from siting 
it, by assuring them that it was an act of treason, and should be 
puniriied with confiscation, &c. ; and all this, though the address 
did n«t contain the least cotnplalot against himself, but because of 
its containing the following prayer in' favour of a British Constitu- 
tion :— *' We humbly beg leave to represent, that, nest to our most 
anKious prayers, which will be continually offered up. to Heaven 
for the long life snd perfect health of ilie best o( Kings^ and for the. 
continued blessing of peace, we earnestly hope your Majesly will be 
graciously pleased, as speedily as in your Majesty's wisdom 
may seem expedient, to complete the happiness which we 
already begin to feel under the cession of this Island to our mother 
country, by eitending to your faithful and, affectionate subjects, in 
this colony, tbe privileges and protection of the British ConslitUtiOD, 
Bi experienced by a free representation in a House of Assembly, and 
in the trial by jury — privileges which we ought to inherit in com- 
mon whh our countrymen 'under your Majesty's mild and. benevo- 
lent Government in Great Britain and its numerous colonies." • 



► Poliiicri) Amoum of Trinidad, p. 8j. 
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I cajl upon yon Mr- ADt'i-Jacobin, and all tht other vcDat propi 
ef ColoDcl Tictoo, to justify hii conduct tn the alFftir of dtis 
ionoceiit, and to any but bimsdf, tliii iooffeniive address ; nor 
ivas it of&Diivo even to blm in any other point, than that which re> 
lated to tbe British pm^ega' o(/ree reprtieatalivi and Trial tjjiayi 
privilege*, the introduction of which into that hlaad, he frequent* 
\y and publicly avowed he would use all bii taflacace with Mia 
nisten to prevent. And tbic WM consistent with bis true cbarac* 
ter ; for, the enem^ to justice and humanity will ever be the enemy 
to freedom. 

It has been asked , why did not those pervms who came to ^n^ 
land, or who were rending here, represent bU conduct to 'Ministers i 
Xj^ it be recollected, that anenynata representations would not be 
attended to, and perional applications for redress were dangerpui ; 
for, MinisteiB could not with juitice refuse to name the accusers to 
tbeaccused ; and in that case, although the accusers were here, their 
property, relatives, friends, and agents were obnoxious to Governor 
Picton in Trinidad, and would severely feci bis inevitable and fatal 
vengeance. Such wa^ the reason actually eifen by a gentleman 
when in conveisationi while in London, he excused himself from 
not exposing to Ministers the horrible instances which be had seca 
of Governor Picton's despotism and cruelty. 

Thus I have explained h*w it happened, (hat his crime) 
were never prepfrl^ exposed,, until, by hit artful, bntj^unsuc* 
cessful, intrigues to draw or force Coluuel Fullarton into an ap>< 
proval of hi* part, and a participation in his future, crtrotnal 
mode of governing, he over-rcailLed himself by fidsehood and 
new outrages, -which brought to light a disposition to tyranny* 
^nd illegal severity, that was not before believed 1^ those who 
had not witnessed his sanguinary system. His first act of in- 
trigue aodialsehood was to cause the publication of Colonel Fnllai- 
ton's speech, on his arrival, to contain unqualified expremou nM 
only of lus own approbation, but also ef the unqualified approbatim 
of Ministers, which were never uttered by Colonel Fullarton nor 
ever entertained by bim ; and this was in order to commit Colonel 
fullarton, in a proclamation, authoriwng '* the continuance of alt 
matters of administration in the Island on the former footing,** 
wbich Colonel f uUaiton would not conseut to. The next fidse*. 
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iood wag that' of alleging lo those who detested Colonel VidtfUt 
for his cruelties, tie plan of packing a Representative Committee, ' 
yhich he apprehended might show on opm aversion to him in 
future ; and therefore hi contrived, by tbi* febrication, to cause thq 
meeting to be adjoarned sine die. 

, The next was a fabricated speech, contrived for the same pur- 
pose) and to which Captain Shelton's qame is added as a certi^ 
ficate, in the Briliii Jfeplune of last Sunday ; but though this 
Is consistent with all the other fabrications of Colonel Picton 
and his party, it is aito as unlike Colonel Fiillarton as any other 
of the tilsehoods which have been so repeatedly nianu&cture4- 
But there is very little danger that Such documents will receive 
the least public credit in future, since the exposure of those 
deliberate and corrupt acts of falsehood, of which Colonel Picton 
lias been proved to be goilty, by authentic documen'^ in my 
former Letters. Tt does not appear a little .extraordinary, fhat, 
though Captain Shelton has been so long in London, hiJ repor| 
nf this febricated speech was never inserted in the Newspapers* 
MOliJ after hjs departure from London to ^oin his Regiment aj 
Gibraltar ! 

Colonel Fullarton was known to he mild and Conciliatory, and 
therefore Picton and bis party caleulaied upon overbearing bini 
by outrages. But these calculations were erroneous : for^ they did 
not know that he is as determined as he is cool ; and that hia 
perseverance is always, commensurate with the difficulties which are 
opposed to him, more especially when he labours to drag villainy tq 
day-light, and delinquency tp justice. 

It was also well k^pwn fay Ministers, that this was his cha-? 
racter, from his upright and disinterest^} conduct in India, ani^ 
from his sentiments so forcibly espressed in Parlianicnt ; and ihat'he 
^uld never be induced to tolerate torliire, nor illegal and cruel 
execution : and therefore, if iheJ/'tnem that such was the mode of 
Covernmeiit to be used in I'rinidad, he was unfit for such uncon- 
stitolioMl systems, and ought to have Tieen made acquainted there- 
with, in order that he might have declined snch an odious duty. 
$ut I cannot believe that those Ministers were acquainted with such 
enormities, or they never would have allowed Colonel Picton to have! 
bad any share in the Commission. They would have removed hinx 
wholly iiom.' the GoTunment. . Tbe^ 
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' There u a poiiit, wliich it is u necessary to explain to die publtOt 
Ks that which f have already explaiocid relative to the difficulty and 
dangers that prevented remonstrances from being sent from the peo- 
ple of Trinidad. It is contained in thne questions :— why wera 
not all these capital charges laid before the public earlier ? and why 
W* the caie of Loui«a Calderon, alone, carried before a Court of 
Juttlce ?- Because persons accused of murder committed beyond tl^e 
leas, according to the 33d of Henry VIII. chap. 23, mUst be first 
examined before the Privy Council— and when " three i^ the Privy 
Council shall think any person so examined to be Tebe'mently sui- 
{woted of mnTder,">— the act goes on to state, that his Mayeaty'^ 
Commission for Oyer and Terminer shall be made for the ipeedy 
trki, &C. -It is a fact that Governor Ptcton was examined before 
the Privy Council, and seven cases being each sworn to by at least 
two evidences, he was comtaitted and held in custody some weeks, 
and then was held to bul in 40,0001. to answer any charges ofmurm 
der OTtnurdetii Surely itcannot be im^incd, that he would have 
been comiditted, unless there was " vehement suspidon of murAr."— 
That there wai ground for such 'J vehtment luspieion" who 
trill deny, Vrhta the bets were sworn to by more than one 
fWdmce in tath case; and this, I humbly submit, was all that 
was necessary to comply wi*.h the 23d chapter of the 33d of Henry 
VIII. ; after which, I humbly conceive, more was not legally in the 
power Of the Right Honourable Privy Council than to tend him td> 
trial — nor indeed has any thing ttipre been done, for certainly he has 
not been declared by the Privy C6unci] to be innocent, nor has lit yet 
tvef been sent to trial. _ But while the caseS were before that auguR 
Tribunal, proper ^ecorOm forbade (he putlication of them'; and for' 
tKarence was observed while it was expected ftom the justice of that 
Board, that he would be sent for trial, tO the ordinary Courts of 
Justice; as it is not understood, in iAis dat/ythtt the King's Privy 
Council decides in cases of a capital nature. The practice of the 
Star-chamber must not be revived. If the Privy Council are to act ' 
ks a grand jury, let the acc^d be sent to triat when " vehement 
auspidon^ murder it provtd," according to (he 33d of Henry VIIl. j 
■ ftS) has been the case, in the capital charges against Calonel Picton. 
But the case of Louisa Calderon was not« capital case, and thete* 
(bre it was rejetted by the Privy Council, and was carried into the 
K 3 . Cout 
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Cimit cf Klng'a Acndl, tiebre my Lord KttenlrarMgli, toV tried 
under tfie 4Sd of Geo. HI. ; ■» Aat (he ment of ohtustag tlw 
juitice bithcrto obtuned in tb«t cne t< due to hit set, oontniaal^ 
- called Lord' Enenborosg^'f. Tortare befng a mtideneaaor, cmumC 
be tried under the 33d of Henry VIII. ; and mnrder bc7«Bd tlw 
•eu cannot be tried by any oAer act> Thcfeforei Coioafl Kctoa 
BOW laoKOU that be b not efaaVjced ffitb one more 'cai|Rtal cue i far, 
if, inttead of only twenty-nine cajntal cuca, be had kko hmigt4 LtMM* 
' Calderon, Instead of 4*i^tOTtaring her, it H prebablo that he «Nrahl 
not at tbii day have been fried Ibr that charge, though be bu been 
tried and convicted for the torture. Sock opportoniliei doe* tba 
99d of Henry VIU. afford for the etcape of thoee who cominit 
crima beyond the mm, because ttiey are flnt to be esanuned befors 
Ministers, who ROtnetinKB tbinkit admaiit, and aontctiaiet m( a^ 
tiiatte, to send a Goremor to jottice. In fte case of Gorcrnar 
Willi it was thought adtuaik ; and when condemned, it waa not 
thought advitablc to pardon him. But tn the ease of PicMo, titere 
has been no occasion for consideration, whetiter he i* pard«Mable, or 
should be pardoned : oar beloved Sorevign, " in whose Crown the 
brightest gem is mercy," bas not htta allowed the opportonity of 
exerdsing that ambbtt clemency towards Ais man, who ntvev 
czerdsed clemency towards any man. 

Bot as Governor Picton's fHends taptat far him, eren in pftblic 
coffee-rooms, the bold rccritninations wifil whieh be pKtcBd» to b« 
furoisbed for intimidating purposes, t may take an opporlunity in ■ 
a future Letter of laying such exphuatory matter before tbe Pvblic, 

Jan. 16, I80». DECSVS. 



LETTER X. 



TO THE EDITOR OF THE ANTI-JACOBIN KEnEW. 
8IB, 

IM your Becembcr Review, you lutve again introduced the 
*' Pictanun Pmsteuiitn," altboitgh no book under that title wa» 
ever published^ or even wlittco, and therciorc was never sent to yon 
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fbr cfkicisin. Wban barriMen mix themselvd in tHdr clienb* 
cffiun, or deicond to the tranuctions of Attorniut thf^f more te* 
spectable bethrra ooodonin sucb ektraordipuy proceeding*, ai un* 
becoming and ditreputable. It must be deemed equaltjr *o, when 
a maDt who pretends to be a literarj' crilic, depart! from his proper 
buaneat. of criricienit to mix himself jn the biuinen of parties ; t» 
enter into all their scurrilitjr ; and to assist them with his pesliferoui 
breath, to blast the lame of persons of wiiom he has n« knowledge} 
and in the darkness of hit secret situation, allows his arm and dagger 
to be directed, by the hand thst pays bimi to the becks of tncn whosa 

,^Ke« he never saw, and whcwejust resenlroenihe darMnM tomect. 
Af I write ammymously, my writings are foir game as wdl as 
your own. But when 1 have written any thing of men, whose name* 
I have mentioned, it must be evident from my circumstantial statfr- 
menls, that die characters are per$»nal!y known to me ; and any de* 

, fence they tday set up, you shall see can be refuted ; or any ptcH' 
■ecution (hiy may institute shall be so far deleated, tiutt the world 
will be convinced they have merited the severity of my stricture*. 
Bat your conduct, and the conduct of your employers, is not sa 
, justiflaUe. You venture, with the boldness of cowards who are not 
seen, upon every speciea of falsehood and dctracilon, calculating, that 
if Mwe of your shafts atn be warded off, yet others may be so 
limed, that their p<risoiied pmnts may inflict wounds, whick, from 
not bring early enoQ|^ perceived, or because the antidote can only- 
bc derived from some distant i^ioo, will be in the mean time little 
lets than mtHtal. 

Such usaswn-like conduct ia naturally to be expected fr<Hn men, 
who uphold the use of torture ; who believe in the necessity for pu* 
nishing lorcery and laitchcr^ ; and who prefer death without trial-^ 

-execution by the faggot— and the licentious use of the Press in the 
destruction of innocent cbaracters , " over the less certain and more- 
expensive mode of ettabliifaing truth in a Court of Law." * 
' You prefer the licentious use of the Press, because you expect, 
ftereby, to destroy both accusers and witnesses ; and to brow-beat 
both Counsellors and Judges. That euch has been your view, is very 
apparent in youi Magazine, f nbm you '* lease Mr. Garrtv to dfr- 
• Anti-lacgbin Review, oa. itot, pije 173. f Of Nor. iio6, pige 

Si*. 

cide 
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iiilo vhr'her hi* tarJthip be an ' unprejaduxJ mm" «r ital." In p*gt 
Si^O; you qgaiu indulge your insoleocet in tbKatming to " rtite 
your Toirr agaiattkim m ttraim that wiil leuad tiwtt haahlj in-Ju* fr," 
But in your August Number of the same year, you tuve left su> 
lloqe ui)turned to nffect Lord Elleaharough witb the af^iehenuons 
•f yaur misguided antt uns|«riag lash. la one pUce telHng him be 
Hi " 'walking Mpaa 6ur»iiig puug/t^Aarei :" in aaother, iwinuatiag that 
bJa " LiTjtAip it Tut tifinpifram cerlaiit in^cncc :" in a third, com* 
paring hit Lordship's s'tuation with " lA«t in tp&icA CttantlPieton 
iaiei}/ sfoad .-" and then, with audacity that was never paralleled but 
hy Colonel Piclon, after slating bis pitiable utuation*, you " tmtt 
that his Lordship has Jn^Af«r days in store ; and that in tbc vicissi- 
tudes of future events, the history efhii life will not hereafter furnish 
MATERIALS for carrying on the rgmperison .'" 

Alas, poor Critic!— as dullness clouds your criticism, and uiio 
provoked malice poisonayour dagger, so folly guides your fiiendsbip.. 
How could yOu exjiect to serve your fiiend by outraging all de^ 
cericy and decorum ^ You could aottxpect to improve bu uCuao 
tton, in the minds of Lord Ellcnbordugh am) Mr. Gartow, by sack 
mcsns ; and yon little know either of them, if you expect to deter 
Mr, Garrow from doing his duty t« his clieol, or the Noble Lord 
from the impartial exercise of his judicial functions, whether either 
you or " Mr. Garrow decide that bis Lordship is ao ** unpreju* 
diced man' or cat." 

Hitherto you have exulted in the success that bas attended your 
defamatory plan ; but imperious necessity, arising gut of a due de- 
corum to the Privy Council, and the Courts of Justice, before 
wham the cases were pending in wliich Coloqel Ficton and his 
<><iadjutors were charged ; and a due deference to the opinions of 
Coiiusel, who under sucb pending causes .advised forbearance, has 
thus far prevented tlie libellous productbns of the Pictonian part^ 
from receiving their due punishment : and bowever much yoft 
would prefer the medium of your scandalous and ille/ral Magazjoe, 
(o the proper course of legit proceedings, the friends to rationit 
frpedom, and subeiantiil justice, will always prefer tbe Courts of 
hw, in defence of character, person, and properly, when thrif 
causes are aUoafd to be tried before the lawful Judges of tbe coup* 
•AalijM-binReraivof Aug. iS»6, p. ^43. 

17: 
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try J ami, more eipecUIly, while iliose Judfjri are found to enterlaNi 
f^onitUutional epirit tnd uprightness enough, not to be deterred by 
■uch diigmctfu! levellerBof nil fieetlom, and trulli, und justice, al 
those who prcUnd to be Anti-Jncahint, but wh6 are, in truth, the 
veriest Jacoji'ii, and would Iced all charactera, and eiei-v liisliuc/ioH 
of right and wrong, oi;ihe feet of an K«glis/i lloinpicrrt. Thul ouV 
Judgeiare placed in.the situation of doing aubstantrai justice, wft 
owe tothetiberalityofourbelovcd Sovereign, whose reifcn will he 
iinmoitalized by l/iat ad, which established the impartlul admlnt^ 
itration of the law, ^hile it secured the foundation of liia Throii* 
Jn the art<;clion9 of his people, and m^nllied the lustre of llisCtowH 
in theeyeiofall £uro[]e. Placed, in such an Independent sittiattont 
nly Lord Ellenborough will read your indolent ii)Binuations WjtK 
indifference, while' he m;iy recolltct, with pleasure, the langua!;e 
of his predecessor, Lord Miinslidil, in the case of th< prosecutitJri 
for No. 45, ofllie North Briton ". 

"I honour the King, pnd respect th< people; but many thingd 
acquired, by the favour of either, are, in my ojiinion, olijects no6 
worth ambition. I wish popularity ; hut it is that popularity whicH 
follows, not that which is run after f. It is that popularity which, 
sooneroT later, never fait« to do justice to the pursuit of noble cndfl* 
by noble meani. I will not do that which my conicience tells me 
li wrong npon this occasion, to gain the huzzas of thousandi, OP 
the daily praise of all the Papei's which Come from the press : f 
will not avoid thiLt, which I think is right, tl.ough it should draiy - 
on me the whole artillery of libels; all tliat falsehood and malictf can 
invent, or ttte credulity of a deluded populace can swallow, . t 
can say, with a great magistrate, upon an occasion and under cir- 
cumstances not unlike—'" Kgo hoc animo semper fui, ut invidiam 
Tirtutei)artam,gloriain,non invidiiim, putarem." 

Such sentiments were worthy of a .lodge, and the more so, no*, 
because it is a more worthy occasion. They were uttered, whctl 
(wpuhr clamour was o/ipostd to tlif tienhe of the Inn wiiitr the. iA- 
Jhieoce of Mii'i-:ters ; but they are to be felt, now, under the popular 
cry for justice infutvnr of the due exercise of the Uw, against a mail 
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who i« protected by Miniitcra, although be hu outrtged mry law 
human and divincJ 

You compau the fituation of my Lord Ellenboro ugh with tbxt 
efGovemor Picton. Thiiis knowD by every man, .who bai clearer 
intellects than yourself, to be ridiculously falw ; and I am willing 
to condemn you more for the f^ilsehood than the folly of the 
comparison ; for I fhink that you, who have acquired so much 
inforraatioa.in, the coiirse of the Picioniaa Preueulion, cannot be 
igooiant tUal mj Lord Ellenbo rough did not commit himself to the 
situation of prejudging Governor Ficton. for he absented him- 
•elf from,-lhoBe Councils, at which Ministers' assumed his pow^TS. 
He is, therefore, not inyoSved in that responsibility which Mi- 
nilters, unDecessarily, stejil into. The conduct of certain Mi^ 
nJsters may with more propriety be compared with that of Go- 
vernor Picton, since they have prevented the accused from being 
tried before the Judges of England for the capital charges, as Go* 
i.ernor Picton prevented, the tiial of those innocent people in Trini- 
f^ad, who would have escaped execution if they had been tried be- 
fore ibe Chief Justice of that hland. 

U is true Ministers did not, nor could they suspend the Lord 
Chief Justice from bis office, to prevent his judicial operation, ai 
Governor Picton did the Chief Justice in Trinidad : but though ths 
Chief Justiccis not suspended from office, yet Ministers have acte4 
like Governor Picton in another point ; they have prevented ths 
exercise of the judicial functioni, by withholding the accused from 
the OKliaary pVocess of the law. It is lamentable, indeed, that in 
. cne rtign two sett of Ministers should have conducted 'Jicmselves M 
odiouriy alike, as if there were a plan handed down from the Dukt 
ef Gjafion to my Lord Castlereagb, to conclude this reign by all* 
recommending; disgusting acts of leniency, in order thai the rising 
and the setting sun miglu be seen alike through the same crimson 
iTiediom. — But to return to yo^l^ co.npariion : you state, that Go- 
vvinctr Picton " united the military and judicial powers." So he did| 
but not " in obeiliencetp his commanding officer ;" on the| contrary, 
it was actually bis own choice; for ^ i» well known that the <Mm- 
mand was first offered to Colonel Hope, who declined it, and so 
might Picton have done. If the Commander in Chief could infer hins 
{9 take the goveramciiti he could not order him to go out of hu 
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profession, to perform the duties of the law. He could: ii»t obligfi 
lira to be a Judge, nor did he even request It : far otherwise was 
the case. He appointed a Chief Judge for criminal as well as civil 
cases, who Governor Picton afterwards suspended fiom his judicial 
functions, calling; him a " pusilknimous reptile," becanse he ob- 
jected to a man's being hanged without a trial; and because ',hc 
would not sanction an unjust decree, to dispossess a widow of her 
prciperty in &vour of this Governor's woman ; and then toj^iRg' itpon 
himself the judicial powers, he carried on his cruel system ; but n»t 
blindly, as you have stated, without " lights.to guide" bim. But, 
suppose it were s»: it is most wise to sldnd still in darkness. T(> rrfuit 
to hang wit/ioat a trial; and to prevent the use of torture; andlopr*- 
Miit turning mtn alive ; would have been truly justifiable upon the 
grounds of ignorance as to the legaljty of such proceedings, as well at 
lipon principles of humaniiy : and at all events, because at least he 
knew that such cruelties were illegal, according to the constitution 
»nd laws of his own country, of which Trinidad was become » 
member. But lo plead ignorance of the laws of tfther countries, ta 
s justijicuion of acts which he knew were coatrary to the laws of his 
own country, and indeed of every Christian country, cannot be en- 
flured. If he had no "lights to guide him," he is the less justifiable 
for plunging into darkness: tbe want of such knowledge is the very 
reason why he ought not to hjve interfered with the Chief JustJcei 
He ought not, therefore, to have suspended him, nor to have taken 
upon himself the judicial power. But bow inconsistent is this plea of 
having no "lights to guide" him, since it has been ^igued in his fa- 
vour, tbat he was guided and justified by many Spanish law authori- 
(les, which have been prftved, by bis own evidence, to have been iq 
(he colony at the time of these cruel executions, and to be commonly 
referred to, and acted upon, in the Courts, in the Cabildo, &c, ; 
and as he cannot plead ignorance of the Spanish language, he is 
without excuse : the books were there, and he could read them. 
At one time he pleads ignorance of them ; at another time he 
<^Votes them in his justification. He has sufHciently proved, that 
there were *' lights to guide" him ; but he preferred darkness to 
light-^torture to (he trial by Jury— and burning alive to legal ex?* 

)s this the man to whose situation you compare that of tbp Lord 
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Chief Justice of Eogland? — is ihis tho " (wreer'* that ^ yon ha*e 
called " /lOKOurailc itrvice ?" — is this the conduct which you lament 
iiheld up to " popular obloquy?^* No man ever so much deserved to 
be held up to *' popular obhqay,' ' excepting those who deeervc to 
be impeached, for to long withhoidiiig him from the laws and ju>- 
tice of his tounlry. ' ' 

But you say, he is f injured in hhpritale forlunr." If it be so, 
it is what ke merits, who so ollen " injured the piivate fortunes" 
of those, whose lives, liberties, ^nd fortunes he ought to have rather 
protected. But how has his private fortune been injured ? — " thereby 
liangsatale." It has not been in the liberal establishment of his 
household ; nor in associating with rnen of high rank and fortune, 
for that sort of society cannot admit him, while under the verdict 
of a Jury, although my Lord Castlereagh was har^y enough to 
introduce him to the King.— !-Nor has his fortune bean lessened by 
any satisfaction made to those whose feelings and fortunes he has in* 
jured. And yet, iti su]>port of what you write, bis friends say, that 
from tight to let I housBiid pounds have been expended in his defence ! 
— How can this sum be accounted for ? — Neither Counsel nor At- 
torney were allowed to be pre5(!iit in all the examinations before tlie 
Privy Council : there were no laa proceedings before that Board; 
and the only cause that his yet come inio any Court of Justice, is 
that of Louis Calderon ; and it is not possible that the expences of 
his defence iu that mu cause, with all the expence of the mandamus 
sent to Trinidad added to it, can h^Tc amounted to a tenth part of 
the sura alledged to be expended. 

In your last Review you sny, that the necessity of establishing; 
Biitish Laws in Trinidad was made the cover of unfounded calum- 
nies in " The PtlUicil Account of Trinidad," and this has served 
you as an excuse for a personal attack, the most faUe and malicidus 
that can he conceived, against the author of that work. But i shall . 
not be diverted from my lirst object, the defence of his book, as'he 
is very able to defend his own character, and of course will not 
neglect to refute your falsehood and malice *. but as to his book ht-. 
jug a cover for an attack on Governor Pi cton, every Reader will per- 
ceive, that he absolutely avoids, in his " Politic^ Account," every 
discuswOn that these tetters Lave contained ; and only adverts to what 
■WIS nec«s»ary, to eipose the corruptbn of the pre«nl system of that 
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Colony, and to recotlinaenil a better one : tlierefore, instead fif endea- 
vouriag to invalidate his testimony by personal lies, which have na 
relation to the charges that I have published, as preferred against 
Governor Picton, you would have done better JF you could have 
proved, that such charges were never exhibited J or, having heeit 
exhibited, that he had been regiilarty tried, and legally acquitted: 
for if it had been the case that an indictment had been preferred, 
and thrown out, as before a Grand Jury, why has he not brought 
an action, upon such an indictment, for damage; against his accu' 
SCTS, as in a false and malicious prosecution i but, has this been done) - 
orattempCed ? — never ! 

It is not true, that " no reasin appeared for sending him to trial :" 
but true it is, that he was not sent to trial ; and this i^ the difficulty that 
the public desires to undefstand : it is for Ministers to explain thi» , 
enigma. Nor is it true) because it was not possible, that " all thti 
charges were declared unfounded," as, upon whatever ground he 
■was not sent to trial on the seven capital cases- that were proved^ 
there are many other capital cases that were not allowed to be proved ; 
because the Lords of Council often admitted, that the fint seven 
cases ■were prdved, and often desired, that more time might not b£ 
consumed in verifying charges that were alfeady prOved ; and there* 
fote more witnesses were not examined, although more \tefe ready* 
There are yet charges of a capita] nature, that have not yet been 
examined into — and why are they not examined? — What mighty 
merits has this man displayed in the service of his country, that can^. 
or ouojht, however great, to prefect him from the law* and justice 
of his country? Why should Ministers be uneasy for this man ? — 
if he be innocent he will not be punished ; and if he be guilty, why 
is he protected? Have his defamatory representations so affected 
Ministers as to invalidate the testimony adduced ? Look to (he credit 
due, to his representations, in the falsehoods establi5h«I against him 
in my former letters. Have the evidence before the I'rivy Council 
been undermined by him ? This would not he extraordinary, as (he 
proceedings were not according to the forms observed before a 
Grand Jury, any more than according to the rules of evidence in ■ 
_tl^ Courtaof Law. The PriVy Council did more, than a Grand Jury, 
,aiid, less tbap a Petty Jury ; they alUwed the evidence for the pro- 
*«cutioa,to be cross-examined,- but the prosecutor was never at 
La /owed 
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lowed to crow-exaiiHiK tde evidence for tde defenitant ; and <Ii«rd- 
A>re> whatever might be £ilse1y advancctt, stands uocontradicted'. 
It i> to be presumed, tbat all thifi is riglit, according to the forms ol 
procaedii^ before the Privy Council ; but such is not the practice 
before either a Grand or a Petty Jury ; and yet you say, that tbic 
man has been Uted and acquitted, and that no chargCB were prO- 
»ed. The Right Honourable Members of thtf Pn'vy Courldf have- 
reVer made such a declaration. Those. Right Honourable Memterf 
know, that seven capital charge* were proved : and I telf to all the 
world, that the same capital charges, and many more, can stilT 
be dearly proved before a Petty J'lry, by numerous evidences now"' 
in London, and !n diiTe re tit parts of England, Scotland, and Irelarid. 
Korahallall the kechimihutihs means, nor defauXtoby prcv 
Auctions of the accused, added to alf the threat's of prosecutions, 
and iHfLUENCEof MiKisTBiM, prevent the CHAKtiFsfrum being .»n- 
iinuatly repeated, nordetef the evidences from performing their do- 
it to an INSULTED PUBLIC, and to the justice of ths Akiioskt. 

CHARACTER. 

Let the cases of Governor Wall and Covernor Nfactteo^ue never fed 
forgottaa : for the charges to the Juries, and the remarks of the Re-' 
, corder, to the prisoners in those cases, are very apposite! In those 
cases, there were witnesses who swore to mutiny ; but no witneai 
has been produced, in Governor Picton's case, to justify him npoa 
; that plea. 

In the c6urse of the Lord Chief fiaron'i address to Govemol 
Weill's Jury he said— " You, Gentlemen ofilieJury, will ma- 
turely consider wliether the prisoner was placed in (hat sifualioa 
in which a good Officer is under the nectssity of acting w^lh* tkt 
gfatest setaili/ ; or whcihtr itie whole of the defence hftt been 
t»nlrived for the purpose of excusing that transaction wdlch ba* ta- 
ken place. If you think there was no mulin;/, tlie prisone/''t dc* 
fence is of no avail : if there wa* a mutiny, then you have to c6nsi- 
der whether the punishment Was not unjust iliable, and wheihef 
the instrument ijsed, and the maiilier in wliicti the punishment Warn 
- inflicted, were not of such a nature as to imply mali.ce prOpense." 

Like Governor Picton, Wall was diarged before (6e Ptivy Conif* 
cil ; but the principal witnesses being not arrived ; and it being e*- 
pe«Ud; that the vessel was lost, oh board which they vttK, )tt 
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wu sUowed by the Pf ivy Council, ai iq Governor Picton's Caie^, 
to go at large; but on the arrival of tha principal witnes<eSj he wa* 
apprehended, and yet he effected his escape. ' 

In GoTcrnor Mackensie's case, the Court stated, that jf " he 
liad a power, himaelf, to Kntencci yet he has not obser\'ed one legal 
ttep that he ought ta have taken :"— " this was a power which he 
exercised without pernriit ling the man to be iScafrf."-~"l aboald bara 
thought, that ir a Court Martial duly constituted, had assumed sacb 
a power it could not be justified ; fbr Courts Martiat, (hougli theil 
power i* greater than other Courts, they nrver condemn a person un- 
heard." After the verdidt of guilty, the Kecotdcf said, " you have 
aTailed yourMlf of the authority with which you were inrested* 
as an officer, in his Majesty's service, by a new and extraordinary 
execution, to deprive an unfortunate man of his life," — " The lawa 
of this country hav« entrusted the powerof life in the hands of nO 
one man whatever. You have taken upon yourself to do that, 
whichevenyotir Royal Master could not lawfully have done; for you 
have of your own self, xcUhoui a liiai, and by a violent and hasty 
order, ina most new and unprecedented manner, hurried an unfortu* 
nate wretch into eternity, untried, ua/ieard, anil unprepared," 

The cases of Governor Wall ami Governor Ma^enzie are cer« ' 
tainly different from that of Governor Picton, as in theirs there was 
a disposition to mutiny, and in his Ihete was not— ^they were char- 
ged with only one illegal execution, and he is .charged with otant/, 
and some of them more extraordinary than even their cruelty ; for 
instance burning Pierre Franemi alive ! Are Ministers unwilling 
|o send Governor Picton to trial, lest he should not be acquitted ? 
Why do they sympathize so tenderly with him? Have they any 
other friend whose situation has an affinity with this man's ? Why 
will they excite fbe public odium of preventing jostice, in order 
to prevent mercy } For, if he ntvet be condemned, be never can 
be pardoned. 
Jam.M. DECWS. 
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